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INTRO DUCTION. 
To the true Loyers of their Country. 


| Err RY thing that iſſues from the preſe 


at this time, ſeems to be colored with fuch 
a. peculiar tinfture, that it may be ſuſpefted 
of deceit. We all know, that truth and can- 
dor” are immutable; and though whatever 
really concerns the national intereſt, ſo far as 
it is underſtaad by individuals, may be the ſub- 
ject of diſcourſe, it is certainly dangerous in 
our private capacity to make it the object of 
our paſſions. You will judge how far the inti- 
mations contained in theſe letters are intereſt= 


ing, and if they ought to, be confidered with | 
that probity and true attention, which con- 
fitute real patriotiſm, and dignify humanity. 


4s a member of the Society for the encou- 
ragement of arts, &c. you may ſuppoſe that I 
know ſomething of Mr. Blake: and I will 
tell you that I akwvays held up my hand in be- 
half of all ſuch of his propoſals about fiſh,. as | 
were reduced to a queſtion : moreover, if you 
will take the word of an anonymous writer, 
Tam not acquainted with any fiſhmonger, nor 

have I converſed with any one perſon who it 


partial to fiſhmongers, 


Heoing 


iv INTRODUCTION, 
Having introduced this previous declaration, 
T muſt add, that it ſeems to be our preſent temper 
to ſpeak of every thing, and every perſan, as 
very good. or very bad; examining the rea- 
fon of things, the true characters of men, 
and the motives of their conduct, no further 
than favors our prepoſſions. Therefore, this 
publication, tho' well timed in regard to its 
object, may not be ſo with reſpect to thoſe. 
readers who have no reliſh for fiſh or fleſh, 
but as it is cook'd up to their taſte or opi- 
nion; but all will be right again ere long. 
Theſe general hints, and more direct pro- | 
poſals, drawn from facts, are truſted abroad, 
their apparent intention recommending them 
to the candid world, and conſequently to the 
correction of all ſuch as will contribute any 
thing, either in theory, or in practice, to 
complete the deſign. No one can hefitate a 
moment to pronounce it a matter of real na- 
tional importance; and though it ſeems to 
|. depend on private zeal, or private intereſt, 
S it ought to be conſidered as detached from 
every - thing that is Faun, Jam very 


cere | 
805 * Yours, &c. 5 


| E July 26, 56h. The AUurHOR. 
4 . / . p ; 


Dear : 


OU who intereſted yourſelf ſo much, 
both in the Houſe and out of it, for the 
fiſh ſcheme, have a right to be gratified 
in knowing what is paſſing in this great town 
on that ſubject. Without pretending to any 
prophetic ſpirit, I expected to ſee Mr. Blake's 
ſituation rendered uneaſy. When I heard he 
had undertaken the conduct of ty fiſh carri- 
ages, I ſuſpected he would go too faſt in that 
way: but when I was informed he had added 
| forty more, I did not attempt to follow his 
ſteps ; but ſince you deſire it I will endevor to 
trace them out. 

Firſt I will give you the beſt account I can 
collect, of the ſtate of our fiſh traffic, par- 
ticularly as it ſtood when a fiſh market was 
openedatWeſtminſter, ſome years before the pre- 
ſent ſcheme was thought of. The higheſt aſſur- 
ances were then conceived, but the birth proved 


B _ abortive. 


s 

abortive, We muſt ende vor to act in ck a 
manner that the ſame may not happen again, 
The market at Weſtminſter was deſigned to pre- 
vent the abuſes at Billing ſpate ; reſtrain the per- 
verſeneſs of fiſhermen, and the avarice of fiſh- 
mongers; preſerve the health of the people from 
being injured by eating ſtarv'd if not rotten fiſh, 
and render good fiſh plenty. Whether the free- 
dom we ehjoy is of a nature not to be extended 
with ſufficient , ſeverity to keep fiſhermen and 
fiſhmongers in awe; or their peculiar ſituation 
renders it eaſy for them to defeat laws :—whe- 
ther the diſtance of London from the ſea, is 
too great, or we are not really ſo much inte · 
reſted about fiſh as we would make ourſelves 
believe: but ſo it is, for time immemorial, 
fiſhermen or fiſhmongers have often treſpaſſed 
with impunity. 

The moſt ſummary way of puniſhment upon 
' the conviction of a delinquent, on a particular 
| fact, (ſuch evidence being obtain'd as the law 
9 requires) is immediately to execute the ſen- 
tence: but the fallacies of the law, or the ini- 
l/ quity of thoſe whoſe duty it is to ſee it exe- 
cuted, often protracting the juſtice of the ſen- 
tence, takes off the awfulneſs of offending, and 
ſometimes renders the law itſelf a dead letter. 

It ſeems alſo to be a matter of juſt complaint, 
that ſufficient care is not taken in the enacting 

g of 


EPI 


of laws, that due proviſion be made for the pro- 
mulgation, and the impreſſing them frequent- 
ly on the minds of thoſe who are moſt concern'd, 
and likewiſe on thoſe who may be beſtable to de- 
tect offenders. This ſhould be deem'd an effential | 
part of the law itſelf. The Town-Clerk, or other 
civil magiſtrate of every city, corporation, and 
market town, on market days, and alfo the Curate 
in the church, on Sundays, ſhould read an abſtract 
of the law for a certain time, after the enacting 
it, in a diſtinct, audible, and intelligible man- 
ner: and after ſuch a time, once in 6 or 12 
months continually. The clergyman ſhould 
take occaſion to repreſent, how eſſential a duty 
of religion, obedience to the laws of our coun- 
try really is, and not ſlubber over an act of 
parliament, as if it were an act of boys at play. 
This would, in the very nature and reaſon of 
things, ſecure the execution on a more perma- 
nent foundation, than any now in uſe amongſt 
us. For where laws are not agreeable to thoſe 
for whom they are immediately calculated, they 
think the leſs they know of them the better, 
hoping their ignorance will ſcreen them. And 
as many of the lower claſſes of the people can- 
not read, and live diſtant from the ſeat of go- 
vernment, it is very eaſy to imagine that the no- 
rices they receive,” come to them in a very im- 
perfect manner: in many inſtances theſe people 
| B 2 remain 


£47 

remain entirely ignorant. Add to this, the notion 
of being an informer 1s generally held fo infa- 
mous, it is hard to acquire a knowledge of of- 
fences, as it is harder ſtill ro puniſh them. 
Upon this principle it ſeems highly neceſſary, 
that ſome publication ſhould be made, by autho- 
rity in proper places, of all the ſeveral laws made 
for the ſeyeral fiſheries as they ſtand diſtinguiſh. 
ed, by ſuch a printed abſtract. of them as may 
be familiarly underſtood by every one, that by 
a judicious preciſion, they may not be diſtreſſed 
with too great a quantity of matter. When it 
is clearly ſeen and underſtood, that proviſion is 
made for the general good of the ſubject, and 
that religion is concerned in obedience to bu- 
man "Say every. honeſt man will be encouraged. 
to make complaint whenever he ſees ſuch laws 

vio! ated, 

Many things appear inconſiderable, to 3 
who ſee them partially, which will always be 
the .caſe of the major part. But whatever j is 
eſteem'd an object worthy of the legiſlative at- 
tention, cannot, for that very reaſon, be deem'd 

| ynzgorthy the care of thoſe who are apparently 
to be benefited by it, or thoſe who will be in- 
jured by the non-obſeryance of the, law. 


= * - 


foed at the eaſieſt rates: it is alſo theic intereſt, 
that the people ſhould be h bow this may 
i be 
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be done in the moſt effectual and ſalutary man- 
ner; and alſo wherein impoſitions on the part 
of their fellow ſubjects are practiſed and r 
be — | | 
In regard to we abc. to hich theſe. 1 re- 
marks relate, if we look back for 500 years, 
we ſhall ſee many heavy complaints: but to 
trace things no farther than 1669, we find that 
fiſhmongers combined with fiſhermen, by which 
means the latter became ſuch» ſlaves to the for- 
mer, that the laws they were wont to obey, 
were over - ruled, and they, in a great mea- 
ſure, conſtrained to ell their fiſh in the manner 
the fiſhmongers were pleaſed to buy. This 
brought on a proſecution, in which no leſs than 
ninety-110 — were condemned to op 

5900 Marks each. n GIL 5 
In the 10th t 11th of William HI. the 
practices of fiſhmongers again call'd aloud for 
chaſtiſement, as the preamble to the act of that 
time declares, viz : * Whereas the public wealth, 
honor and ſafety of this kingdom, as well as 
the maintenance of trade and fupport of na- 
*© vigation, as in many other reſpects, depend 
on the improvement and encouragement of 
the fiſhery; and Billingſgate having been, time 
out of mind; a free market for all manner 
of floating and ſalt fiſh; nevertheleſs divers 
* abuſes, — deſtructive to that trade, have 
been 


: 161 
been of late years practiſed, by raifing new 
e jmpoſitions and tolls, and by foreftalling of 
< the markets, and other methods uſed by the 
« fiſhmongers, in not permitting the fiſh wo. 
emen and others, to buy the faid fiſh of the 
e fiſhermen, to ſell them again in London and 
« elſewhere ; ' by which means the fiſhermen 
<« are obliged to ſell their fiſn to tlie ſaid fiſh- 
© mongers at their own rates; to the gteat 
<« diſcouragement of the n * * remedy 
<«<-whereof, xc. Jan 
In conſequence of this 40, ne brought 
their fiſh to Billingſgate, paying only a ſmall- 
toll, and it became lawful for any one 10 biy or 
ſell fiſi there, and to ſell again in any market by 
retail: but this law was defective, for only fiſn- 
5 mongers, ſuch as were incorporated, were per- 
'$ mitted to ſell 'fiſh in public or fixed ep or 
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= houſes. In this reſpect we find the aft lately: | 
= paſſed, - (the heads of which I ſhall ſend yy 
1 exceeds any which went before it. 


By the ſame act of William HI. it was 
provided, that no fiſh (except thoſe mentioned 
in the act) taken or caught by foreigners, 
(not proteſtant ſtrangers and inhabiting here,) 
ſhould be imported in foreign bottoms, under 
penalty of forfeiting the ſhip, with the tackle” 
_ peg po wow e 

2 170 9 24 71. 2 againſt 


1 2 1 


againſt our being over- run by the French 
fiſhers as we are by the Dutch, 

The fiſhmongers being driven out of their 
entrenchment, of receiving. into their hands at 
Billingſgate, all the fiſh brought to market by 
the fiſhermen, were ſo far prevented from ſell- 
ing it again, at enormous prices, beyond what 
they paid, and beyond the real value. But 
what was the conſequence? Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, they found means to contract with 
the fiſhermen for their whole cargoes, with con- 
dition they ſhould ſtop at Graveſend, and not 
bring the fiſh to Billingſgate. Thus, for a great 
length of time, the London markets were 
kept fed only by boat-loads, and in the propor- 
tion the f/amongers thought fit; the remainder 
of the cargoes remaining in wwell-boats, as brought 
from ſea, or ſhifted into theſe reſervoirs. Here 
it fometimes remained till the fiſh dyed, and 
periſhed, or being kept alive loſt all their ſub- 
ſtance, ſo that in general it became as bad in 
quality, as it was dear in price. 

What is more extraordinary, in order to tye 
down the fiſhermen the more ftrongly, though 
theſe are a diſtinct company of themſelves, yet 
the filhmongers found means to engage them 
to take apprentices as f/hmongers, and not 
as fi/hermen. Thus the very ſtem of fiſhermen 
was in a great meaſure eradicated, and the chief 
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end of the r 9 in the gas de- 


gree. 
How it r ine the government was 
not more alarm'd, can be reconciled only by 


ſuppoling that the conſumers of fiſh, then ſub- 


mitted. patiently ; and that naval power was not 
then thought to be concern'd in the matter. 
Indeed it is the more ſurprizing, when it is con- 
ſidered to how ſew hands this evil nn was 
confined. 1 281 

Nearly in this, manner was the fiſh market 
conducted, till the 22d of his late Majeſty 
when an act paſſed, which was corrected by a 
ſubſequent one of the 29th of the ſame Prince. 


By the firſt, a new market was opened at Weſt- 


minſter, and it was provided, that if any fiſher» 
man ſhould keep any fiſh-in any well-boat, 
* or ſtore-boat, or other manner whatſoever, 
& ſo as not to ſell the whole cargoe within eight 
<«. days, from his arrival from fiſhing between 


North Yarmouth and Dover; he ſhould for- 
8 feit his cargoe and veſſel, on conviction be- 


0 fore one or more juſtices, where the offence 
* was committed ;” and to encourage informa- 
tions, half the penalty was directed to be you 
to the informer. 

After ſeven years tryal this a alſo was dil 
covered to be ingffectual, the arrival of the veſ- 
ſels not being watch'd, and the commencement 

of 


48. 

of the eight days not being aſcertain'd, the law 
- became; a dead letter.— Indeed how could it be 
-otherwiſe, unleſs a proper officer had been ap- 
pointed to ſee to the execution of the law? 
The new market at Weſtminſter being open'd, 
.a large ſum of 'money was ſubſcribed for build- 
ing and employing veſſels, and. ſupplying that 


-market, independant of Billing ſpate. 
Here I cannot but remark to you, from long 


-obſeryation, how ſhort the -zeal or ſagacity of 
gentlemen generally is, compared with the vigi- 
lance of tradeſmen: bred to a trade, and whoſe 
hands and hearts are totally employed in 
application to their object. The fact is, that 
the fiſhmongers below bridge triumphed over 
the fiſkmongers above bridge. The maſters of 
the fiſhing veſlels belonging to the latter, broke 
their agreements ; ſome ran away ; ſome neg- 
lected their duty; and ſome ſtopt ſhort and ſold 
their fiſh at Billing gate. Thus the ſubſcri- 
bers loſt their money, or the greateſt part of it, 
and the cuſtom of the market of courſe ceaſed. 
It was then directed, by the act of the 29th 
of his late Majeſty, that an Inſpefor of the fiſhing 
veſſels ſhould examine their cargoes at Graveſ- 
end, both upon their arrival, and likewiſe after 
the cargoe was ſhifted into well-boats, when 
this happened to be the caſe.—The fiſhermen 
being alſo obliged, on the forfeiture of fiſh and 
C ; veſlel, 


T 1011 
veſſel; within eight days to clear away the carpoe; 
and in order to give notice lien it arrived, he 
was to enter the arrival at the Nore, and within 
three days, at the ſearchers office appointed at 
Graveſend. At this office four clerks are to 
attend in turn, and ſuppoſed to he E e 
or ſubject to be diſplaced if they are not. 
Thus in caſe the cargoe is not ſold within eight 
days it muſt appear; and the entry being guard- 
ed with the ſame penalty, as the clearing away 
the cargoe in eight days, the end and deſign 
could not be defeated, bat by the negligence | 
of the inſpector, and the negle&t of duty at 
the ſearchers office If a fiſherman was in- 
duced to run up the river with his whole car- 
goe, he might do it without ſtoping at all; rb. 
vided he returned back, and made his entry 
within three days, or gave orders to another to 
make it fot him, as 1 underſtand within that 
time; and as good attendance was given, this 
entry at che fearehers Mee could not create any | 
dangerous delays, nor afford uny 'reaſbhable 
ground of complaint 3 
To ſecure the means of convictibn upon any 
offence, the ſame was extended, not only to 
the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of Quren- 
borough, where the ſame might moſt probably 
Ia pen, but the execution of the warrant to 
tevy the pt naſty, ertended to all magiſtrates of 
any 


L 11 1 


any corporation between Queenboroagh and 2 
minſter | 


ö 


many complaints were made of the hardſhips 
of being obliged to ſtap, but for what reaſon 
you will cafily judge, ſeeing that this me- 


thad: tied them down ſo exactly. The firſt 


year after this act, 880 entries were made, and 
in. the ſecond, ſome few having been convicted 
of neglect, the number of entries encreaſed to 
13949. 
Theſe cargoes — generally eftimared at 
301 value, the amount was 67,450 1. perhaps 
as much more to the conſumers; by this ſpeci. 
men teaching us the importance of the object. 
Upon this the price of cod and ſeveral other 
Kinds of fiſh fell, and more fiſh than uſual was 
brought to market : and had jt not been for the 
war that broke out in 1756, which not only took 
off the fiſhermen, but rendered fiſhing in many 
places very dangerous, poſſibly we might have 
beheld ſuch effects from this regulation, as 
would have rendered the wheel. land- carriage 
the leſs neceſſary, or prevented its having been 
thought of. 
Here it occurs to me, that — is one . very 
Wear and good effect among others, which will 


Probably attend the wheel-land-carriage of _ 


* well-bogts will not be ſo ſubject to be 
C 2 abuſed, 
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un . 
abuſed, leſt whilſt the cargoe is keeping, the 
markets be left to the ſellers of fiſh by land 
carriage. This ſeems to be worthy the atten- 
tion of the friends to the new plan. | 
But if theſe well-boats are permitted to re- 
ceive fiſh of different cargoes, it will be impoſ- 
ſible to diſtinguiſh when a cargoe is cleared off. 
Many ingenious perſons are of opinion, that. 
the only method to ſupply good fiſh at reaſon- 
able rates is to aboliſh theſe reſervoirs, or well- 
boats, which lye to receive fiſh. The mode of 
cryers by bell being now introduced, cheap fiſh 
need not be kept long unſold; and why one fort 
of good and cheap fiſh ſhould not be ſold off 
quick, in great quantities, as another ſort, viz. 
as mackrell, &c. I do not underſtand, upon any 
other principle than the intrigues and avarice 
of fiſhmongers. Well-boats are however indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to bring. ſome kinds of i, 
from ſea, eſpecially cod from the north ſea. 
Thus, my friend, have I given you a detail 
as much to the purpoſe, as I can recollect 
from the beſt authorities, and as near We 
truth, I believe, as moſt accounts are. ** 
My next ſhall inform you what further lights 
I have obtained: but if neither the attention 
of the legiſlature, nor the vigilance of thoſe 
who are fond of fiſn, nor the particular zeal of 
Mr. Blake and thoſe gentlemen who are inti- 
mately 


13 ] 

mately converſant in the ſubject, ſuppoſing 
they purſue right meaſures, can effectually 
maintain and ſupport the cauſe, you are not 
to imagine that wheel carriages will. Writing 
ſometimes leads people into a right track 
of thinking by arguments which did not 
generally occur; or by exhibiting what can be 
ſaid with reaſon, to public examination, the 
truth it contains may be the more eaſily 
adopted, or the fallacy corrected. This is 
what I wiſh to ſee done. I have nothing to 
add for your preſent animadverſion, but the 
heads of the laſt act, which you will find to 
be calculated to corre& all the miſtakes of the 
former ones, relative to this market. You 
muſt not be ſurprized however if it ſhould 
ſtill be found in ſome reſpects defective. Let 
us ſuppoſe it perfect till it appears to be 
otherwiſe : I am ſure it demonſtrates the great 
tenderneſs and attention of the legiſlature to 
the public weal. Be aſſured that I am 


Mat Fndrely yours 
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An lor for the beter Jupphing the Cities of 

Lee enen with. Fiſh, and 
then nd oprote eee: Ehr. 

eee of ts Preſent Majeſty. 


AX 10 7 * 40 


HEREAS * fapplying 405 
a. and encouraging fiſhermen and others to 


ties of London and Weſtminſter with 


_ employ themſelves in fiſhing on the ſea! coaſta, 


and in the navigable rivers of Great Britain, 
will tend to reduce the preſent exhorhitant 
price of fiſh ; May it therefore pleaſe, &. 
Then follow the heads ot the bill, vi: 
1. General licence to any perſon, thaugh 
not a fiſhmonger, to buy at any market, ſen 
coaſt, or river, &c. any fiſh im ſeaſon, and ſiae- 
able; paying the accuſtomed dues at the place 
fiſh or fleſh market, paying the uſual marlett 
dues; Convent Garden market, and the pre- 
cincts thereof excepted. 

2. Such fiſh not to be reſold by the firſt pur- 
chaſer, before the ſame ſhall be brought to 
London or Weſtminſter, or to where conſign- 
ed, under penalty of 20 1. and to be conveyed 
to the places conſigned, without being liable 


to be ſtopped and expoſed to * on the way. 


> 3. Car- 


\Twl 
3. Carriages employed in the ſervice are to 
_ carry fiſh only, and to be marked on the ou. 
ſide F Aubin ny and are to be entered 
at the office for licenfing :hackney coaches, 
paying one ſhilling for the-iegittering ; and 
numbered, on penalty of 40 ſhillings ; and are 
r Ang 
ons, &c., 
4. They ſhall be —— Abenden en | 
Horſes in pairs, or with one horſe, or three horſes 
In length, tho* with narrow wheels 4 and ſhall 
-only pay the like toll as poſt chaiſes, &c. 
drawn by a like number of horſes : and ſnall be 
allowed to travel on Sundays and holidays, as 
hall alſo the returned horſes, of ſuch carriages: 
and neither carriages or horſes, if returning 
empty, "ſhall be liable to pay toll. 
5. And if any game or other things beſides 
fiſh, and the neceſſary implements of the car- 
riage, be put therein for conveyance, the per- 
fon” putting in the fame ſhall forfeit 5 1: and 
if the driver ſhall take up, or ſuffer any paſ- 
ſenger, game, or other things to be carried 
therein, he fall forfeit 40's; and on non-pay- 
ment ſhall be committed, and kept to hard la- 
bour for any time not exceeding one month. 
6. If bulk ſhalt be broke ef any fiſh carriage 
conſigned for the London markets, &c. before 
deing brought within the bills of mortality; or 
ſale 
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Jale made of the fiſh before they are expoſed in 
the ſaid markets, the offender ſhall forfeit ro 1. 
. The fiſh after being ſo brought up is to be 
forthwith ſorted and expoſed: to ſale in ſome + 
public market the next morning (Sundays ex- 
cepted) and until ſuch fiſh is ſo expoſed, no 
Part thereof is to be fold by retail on penalty 
of 101: but mackrell brought up by fuch car- 
_ may be ſold on Sundays. 
251 8. All contracts made for ſiſh, except for ſal- 
mon and lobſters, - are vacated- after the iſt of 
May 1762, and the . * 
the penalties of their — E 
9. And perſons contracting * the ad 
4 buying up fiſb, other than ſalmon and 
lobſters, before the ſame ſhall be firſt brought 
to market, and duly expoſed to ſale there, for- 
feit 30 1; and the contract is declared void. 
10. And after iſt of May 1762, no contract 
for Britiſh ſalmon and lobſters ſhalt be in force 
longer than ane year; and the like rule to 
take place with reſpect to any parole contracts. 
11. After iſt of May 1762, no perſon may 
employ or be employed in buying at the mar- 
kets of London or Weſtminſter, &c. : fiſh 
brought there for ſale, to be afterwards divided 
amongſt fiſnmongers or others to be ſold: nor 
. my eee buy in the 1 markets any 
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fiſh but what ſhall be for his own ſale or uſe, 
on penalty of 20. \ 4100 dd u G 

12. Nos ſaleſman A other ts may refuſe 
to {el}, or enter into an agreement not to ſell, 
to or for any particular pefſon's uſe," any fiſh 
expoſed to fale at the. public: market, on pe- 
nalty of 201. ATE et Grd oak 
1g. And all fiſh of oreſpeRtive ſorts ſpecified 
in the a&, brought after the iſt of May 1762, 
for ſale to the Londpn markets, ſhall be open- 
ly fold at the firſt hand, and in no greater 
number or quantity in a lot than ig prelerlbeck; 
undd every lot is a of ore. iforr of fiſh 
only. | od. N {4 Wd Nn oy . 8. 

14. The ſpecies 2 and, number — 
quantity allowed t6 fold in a Koi 7 . 
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gate, or other markets. 
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6 in any one lot 1 4 in one bt 
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ceeding 4. 
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ceed; 

rch above 6 inches 
long from the eye to the 
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16. None of the ſaid ſeveral ſpecies of fiſh 


may be bought or ſold at the firſt- hand, in 
the ſaid markets, in a greater number or quan- 
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19. No fiſherman, &c. after the arrival of his 
veſſel from fiſning, may deſtroy, or caſt away, 
any of the fiſh (not being unwholſome, periſh- 
ed, or unmarketable) remaining unſold after 
marlcet is over, on penalty of being committed, 


and kept to hard labor, for any time not ex- 
ceeding two months, nor leſs than one week. 


20. All perſons coming under the four fol- 
lowing deſcriptions, employed in the fiſheries 
of theſe kingdoms, are exempted. nnn 


preſſed into the king's ſervice, vi. 


Firſt, Maſters of fiſhing veſſels, deten 
themſelves or their owners have, or within ſix 
months before appling for a protection ſhall 
have hady ne or more apprentices under ſix- 
teen years of age bound for five years, and 


1 in the buſineſFof fiſhing. 


Secondly, All ſuch apprentices, not exceed- 
1G fbut to every maſter or owner of a fiſhing 
veſſel of thirty tons burthen or upwards, and 
two to every veſſel under thirty tons, during 
the time of their apprenticeſhip, and till the 
age of twenty- one years, they ain for 


che ume in he baſineſs of fiſning only. 


Thirdly, Qne mar ner, beſides the a 
* apprentices, to every fiſhing veſſel of ten 
tons burthen or upwards, employed on the 
ſea coaſt, during his continuance in- ſuch ſer- 


VICE. 
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Fourthly, Any landman entering and em- 
ployed on board ſuch veſſel for two years from, 
his firſt going to ſea, and to the end of the 
voyage then engaged in, if he ſo long continue 
in ſuch ſervice. 

21. On affidavit being made before ſome juſ- 
tice, and laid before the admiralty, that the 
perſons therein named and deſcribed come 
within ſome, or one of the above deſcriptions 
| (inferting the tonnage of the veſſel and port 
ſhe belongs to, the name and deſcription of the 
maſter, the age of every ſuch apprentice, and 
term he is bound for, with the date of his in- 
denture, and the name, age, 'and deſcription of 
every ſuch mariner and landman, with the time 
of ſuch landman's firſt going to ſea) the admi- 
ralty ſhall thereupon, unleſs they ſuſpe& the 
truth of ſuch affidavit, which in ſuch caſe they 
are directed to enquire into, grant without any 
fee a ſeparate protection to every ſuch perſon, 
on producing whereof they are to be forthwith 
releaſed, if impreſſed. 

22. If any ſuch protected * ſhall be 
impreſied, except in the caſe of invaſion or im- 
minent danger thereof, and on producing or 
offering to produce his. protection, the com- 
manding officer | ſhall not examine, or ſhall 
with-hold ſuch protection, and not releaſe him; 
or if being carried on board any of the king's | 
: ſtips, 
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the commanding officer there ſhall not diſ- 


him on ſuch protection being produ- 
ced or if taken away from him, on tender- 
ing to him an affidavit made before ſome juſ- 
tice, that ſuch protection was granted, and in 
force, and was taken away when he was im- 
preſſed; or if any commanding officer, or any 
of the crew under him, ſhall take away, or de- 
tain ſuch protection; the offender in any of 
the ſaid cafes ſhall foreit 20 l. to the party im- 
preſſed, not being an apprentice, and if an ap- 
prentice then to his maſter. | 
23. The maſter or owner of any fiſhing veſ- 
fel knowingly harbouring, &c. a deſerter from 
the king's ſervice forfeits 20 1. 
24. Juſtices are impowered to hear and de- 
termine all offences committed againſt this act 
within their reſpective juriſdiftions ; and the 
pecuniary penalties, where the time is not other- 
wiſe limited, are to be paid in twenty-four 


hours; and may be levied by diſtreſs and ſale, 


together with all charges, as aſcertained by a 
Juſtice : And for want of ſufficient diſtreſs 
(except in the caſe of a driver of a fiſh car- 
riage) the offender, on the application of the 
proſecutor, ſhall be committed to hard labor for 
any time not exceeding two months, unleſs 
the — * * paid. 


286. Pro- 
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25. Proſecutions to be commenced within 
three months after the offence : and perſons 
ſuffering impriſonment for any offence are not 
liable"to pay the penalty. Any the of parties 
concerned in contracting for fiſh, contrary to 
this act, giving the firſt information againſt, 
and convicting others, is indemnified himſelf, 
and entitled to a moiety of the penalty. 

26. Evidences may be ſummoned, and exa- 
mined on oath, on behalf of the proſecutor 
againſt offenders; and on their non-appear- 
ance without cauſe ſhewn, or refuſal, warrants 
hall be iſſued againſt them; and on their re- 
fuſing to be examined, may be committed for 
any time not exceeding fourteen days, nor lefs 
than three. 

27. An Offender eſcaping out of the juriſdic- 
tion of the juſtice granting a warrant againſt him, 
the juſtice of the county where he ſhall eſcape 
to, may back ſuch warrant, proof being 
made of the original ſigning thereof ; and. may 
hear and determine the matter of complaint, | 


as if it had originally aroſe within his juriſdic- 
tion; or he may return the offender to his ori- 
ginal county, to be dealt with according t to 
law. 

238. One moiety of all forfeitures, not other- 
wiſe appropriated, ſhall go to the proſecutor, 

ind the other to Greenwich hoſpital. 
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29. Perſons aggrieved by the order or deter- 
mination of any juſtice may appeal to the next 


quarter ſeſſion, giving eight days notice to the 


parties, and ſecurity to proſecute ſuch appeal 


with effect: And if there be not time to give 


ſuch notice, appeal may then be made to the 


ſubſequent ſeſſion; and the juſtices are then to 
determine the ſame, and award coſts, to be le- 


vied, together with the money adjudged to be 
forfeited, by diſtreſs and ſale on the party, if 
diſtreſs can be found, and if not, then on his 


ſecurity. 


30. No order or proceedings of f juſtices may 
be vacated for want of form,' or "removed. by 
Certiorari, &c. nor order of the court of ſeſ- 
fion be appealed from. „ 

31. Limitation of actions. 
5 5 General iſſue. | 

33. Treble coſt. 

34. Proviſions in the act touching the fale or 
king of fiſh within the bills of mortality, and 
penalties for non- obſervance thereof, are ex- 
tended to the pariſh of St. Mary! le Bon in 
Middleſex. | 

35. The prohibiting clauſes in the act e 
contracts, are not to extend to thoſe made, or 
to be made, with 1 to falt or r dried fith, 
opſters, carp, or r tench, $ Tae 
| 36. No 
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36. No information may be received by a 
juſtice againſt any perſon for being concerned 
in any contract, for buying up fiſh, to be ſold 
again contraty to this act; but the penalty for 
entering into ſuch contract, ſhall be recoverable 
only, with double coſts, in one of the courts at 
Weſtminſter: one moiety to go to Greenwich 
Hoſpital, and the other to the proſecutor. 
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1 55 Gink ,t la pxy bs MET #1 
were able to give you half the ſatisfaction 
your inquiſitive genius demands : but it will 
take up more time than I can ſpare, to inform 
myſelf ſo minutely of every particular relating 
to ſo copious a ſubject; nor can it be done com- 
pletely without practical knowledge. If you 
can prevail on „perhaps you may ac- 
quire more exact information. I will give you 
the beſt lights I can collect. In the mean while 
I cannot but lament with you, that fiſh being 
produced in ſuch abundance by the great libe. 
rality of nature, and obtainable by us, who are 
ſurrounded by ſo prolific a ſea, it ſhould not- 
withſtanding be ſcarce and dear. Our rivers | 
alſo render this iſland, the delight and comfort 
of men and beaſt, But there are ſome. taxes 
which we impoſe on ourſelves, not required by 
legiſlative authority ; but contrary to the ſpirit 
of our laws, There is no animal food which 
nature furniſhes ſo cheap as fiſh, but we cannot 


ſay it is provided, without any labor or expence, 
whilſt 


191 

whilſt it often coſts ſo much more than tis 
really worth: yet this we muſt ſay, there are 
ſeaſons when we have abundance of ſome kinds 
at moderate rates: and 'whilſt ſuch a multitude 
of people are aſſembled in one place, we muſt 
not wonder that it happens to be very dear at 
other times. Beſides, the freedom we enjoy 
reaches us the art of impoſing on each other 
and the vaſt property we poſſeſs by the force of cre- 
dit, makes it appear as if the value of things, 
could never be carried high enough, to correſ- 
pond with that property : whereas I apprehend 
the truth is, that the prices of things in gene- 
ral, almoſt as much exceed the meaſure of pro- 
perty, as the meaſure of property exceeds our 
real riches. 

As to %, we know it is ſo plenty in ſome 
parts of 'this kingdom, that ſervants contract 
with their maſters not to eat it above ſo many 
days in the week. London is not ſo very re- 
mote from our fiſheries, nor we ſo ignorant of 
the methods of conveyance, but that the inha- 
bitants might be ſupplied without being obliged 
to pay for it, ſo much more than the value of 
butchers mear. 

As to your doubts concerning the whol/ome- 
neſs of fiſh; where will you find more hardy 
people than thoſe who live upon it? I have 
often obſerv'd fiſhermen: and their children on 
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the coaſt of Portugal, their encreaſe, and their 
ſtrength. I have ſeen the Ruſſians and the Tar- 
tars on the banks of the Volga; no people upon 
earth more hardy. Look alſo among our fellow- 
ſubjects who go on the cod fiſhery, at home or 
abroad; when they are at ſea, they almoſt live 
on fiſh, and where will you ſee ſtouter and har - 
dier men? I grant you that good Englih 
beef promiſes ſtill fairer to preſerve Engliſh 
ſtrength and Engliſh courage; but I ſee no pro- 
ſpe& of our becoming ſuch devourers of fiſh, 
as to hurt our breed by it.— And I am ſure the 

more real f/hermen, the greater * of ſailors 
we ſhall have. 

But now we are ſo deep in the ſea, I will 
tell you my ſecret thoughts, that unleſs fiſh is 
firm in ſubſtance, ſuch as turbots, ſoals, cod, (the 
| laſt not being too hard) mackrell, and other 
kinds in their true genuine ſtate, -and proper 
ſeaſon ; as it is not ſo ſimilar to our own bo- 
dies, neither is it ſo welcome to digeſtion as 
fleſh. I allo believe we ſeldom give it ſalt 
enough in boiling, or boil it ſo quick as ĩt _ 
to be. 

All fiſh of an aqueous, or glutinous con- 
ſiſtency, is alſo apt to generate crudities, phlegm, 
and rancidity, eſpecially when eaten with much 
butter. For the ſame reaſon, . dryed ſiſi is eſ- 
teem'd.by many the beſt aliment; and of this 

2 it 
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it is amazing how little we conſume. I once 
knew a great connoiſſeur in eating, who would 
never touch any other than dried fiſh. In the 
fouth of Europe they eat oil and vinegar as 
ſauce to their fiſh, be it freſh or dry; and in 
Holland where they eat fiſh moſt freſh, and in 
the higheſt perfection, their ſauces are extremely 
acid. Sour ſauce, the learned aſſure me, corrects 
the rancidity of fiſh, and renders it more ſalu- 
tarily nutricious. 

Much alſo depends on the freſhneſs of fiſh: 
I am therefore glad to find Mr. Blake makes 
his complaint on this ſubject, in hopes the fiſh- 
mongers will be on their guard. You will 
ſee what this gentleman ſays, in his memorials, - 
'@ copy of which I ſend you incloſed; and of 
which I ſhall tell you more hereafter. 
As to the principal ſorts of fiſh which our 
coaſts furniſh, we have many accounts in vari- 
ous authors, tho' I cannot ſay, I ever met with 
any one that afforded me entire ſatisfaction. 
And as to calculations of quantities, prices, 
and profits, it is no eaſy matter to come at 
that which is ſo mutable; yet theſe calculations 
ſeem to be neceſſary, to form a true idea of 
the importance of the object, and what we may 
reaſonably expect. | 
Let us ſuppoſe that in theſe cities alone is con- 
ſumed (notwithſtanding all the difficulties we la- 


bor 


| * 

bor under) as much in value; as would pay the 
intereſt of 8 or 10 millions of money; and which 
in a moderate time may conduce to pay off 
thoſe millions. This is an object which en- 
| gages the care and ſollicitude of every thinking 

man, who wiſhes well to this country ; and it 
vould be diſingenuous and diſhoneſt, to ſuppoſe 
it does not engage the attention and hearts of 
thoſe who are at the head of our affair s. 

I ſhall not attempt giving you any detail of 
a tenth part of the diſtinctions which relate to 
- fiſh: it is a ſtudy worthy of you men of for- 
tune and leiſure. You know that fiſh are cured 
various ways, viz. 

1. With ſalt, or dryed by fire, or by the 
heat of the ſun, ſuch as cod, ſtockfiſh, pilchard, 
and herring. 

2. Pickled, by being boil'd and ſteeped in 
pickle made of ſalt and water, with a mixture 
of vinegar. In this manner, herrings and pil- 
chards are cured; as well as they are falted or 
dryed.—Alfo ſalmon, mackrell and oyſters. 

3. Red fiſh are fried in oil of olives, or bar- 
relFd up in a liquor made of oil, vinegar, ſalt, 
pepper, cloves, and bay leaves, or any ſweet 
herbs, furgeon is the beſt fiſh ſo prepared. 

4. Green fiſh, ſo named from being lately 


falted up and —_— miſt, as cod, c. 
Beides 
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Heſides our fiſheries; in America, perhaps the 
coaſts of no country exceed England, Scotland 
and Ireland, for herring, mactrall, ccdlings and 
ſalmon. What ſums are return d for our pel- 
chards alſo, being exported to Italy and Spain, 
I :never- could learn with: nnn it is 
Tou — what has paſted. 3 90 our 
attempts in the herring. fiſhery : which in ſome 
ſhape or other may yet ſucceed, at leaſt for our 
own eating freſi, when they can be ſupplied very 
chegp. This: Ty may! happen by private ef- 
fonts, i we catmot make them an article of com- 
merce by any pubis encouragement. The Dutch 
employ an incredible number of buſſes, ſome 
make them to be 2000 in number; but they 

eat the greateſt part of the berrings which they 

take, whereas our appetites do not reliſn the 

fame food; and this is one cauſe why we ſhall 

f hardly be ever able to make ſo great a progreſs 

4 m the home fiſtiery as ſome imagine, for the 

fame reaſon, perhaps, that tue have fuch abun- 

dancr of fleſh which they want. The ſame may be 

ſaid of the French on their own coaſt in Europe, 

as well as with regard to mud fiſh; which they 

bring from America: their wants as well as in- 

clinations are apparently ſuch, that it is reaſon- 

able to conclude, if they could not find fiſh in 
one * of the ſea, they would ſeek till they 
found 
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found it in another. This tem th berths fitw- | 
ation of countries, where the inhabitants are not 
ſupplied with-fleſh, and. where the 2 are 
trained and accuſtomed to tlie ſea. eee. 
In the mean time, we are ! anxious 
for the enjoyment of this bounty of hea- 
ven, ſeeing that it is thrown almoſt into our 
mouths,” by ſuch abundance as our coaſts pro- 
duce: and it is our diſgrace that we do not 
purfue the n N "= r n 
neſs. 2 
According to the wiſaſrrchions 10 can pro- 
cure; from converſation with thoſe who are 
employed in the home cod fiſhery, it is a very 
conſiderable object, employing above 100 
ſmacks or veſſels. They do not all agree exactiy 
in their account, but the 3 outline my be 
eaſily traced out.. 
The ſmall cod or a e are ee 
own coaſt, in ſeveral parts, but the large ones 
20 to 40 leagues into the North ſea, where they 
fiſh with hooks in 30 or 40 fathoms water. 
The veſſels are about 45. to 50 tuns burthen, 
with well-boats, into which all the fiſh is put, 
which'are not'in danger of dying. Some are fo 
wounded by the hook, or otherwiſe condition'd, 
that they expire ſoon, particularly in ſummer, or 
when the weather is warm: theſe are uſed by the 
ſhip's crew. for proviſion, or ſalted up. It is 
| 5 alſo 
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alſo remark&d that the largeſt fiſh are the ſhort- 
eſt lived in well. boats; the ſeaſon for fiſhing is 
chiefly from September to February, and when 
this ceaſes,” the fiſhermen employed in it 9 
go to Norway for lobſters. 

A voyage for a cargoe of cod, ng to 
the ſeaſon, is computed from 1 5 to 28 days, 
and ſuppoſing we calculate it at full 28 days, 
the computation will ſtand nearly thus : 

A good cod ſmack of- near 50 tons will coſt 
near 5001. 

If we reckon ware and tare, fails, rigging, 
*. with repairs and intereſt of 5001. at 100 l. 
per annum, one months voyage, at I. s. d. 
T3 months to the year, will be — 7 13 10 
Infurarice on 5001. at 2 percent. 

for the voyage — — 10 o o 
The Maſter has a guinea a week, 

(or 108. and 5 per cent. on the i 
| fiſh he takes,) 4 weeks  — 4 4 © 
They uſually navigate with 3 men 

beſides the maſter, and 3 boys. 

The men have 10s. a week, 

and allowing the boys not to be 

all apprentices, and reckoning 

them at 5s. is 6 hands one with 

another at 78. 6d. a week. 4 

weeks — — 9 0 


„ 
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Thus allowing, in the moſt ample 
manner that can be conceived, 
for the expence of a voyage, 
and 20 ſcore of fiſh, at the price 
of 33. they amount to — 60 

Whereas we find the coft to be 
only — — 38 

Conſequently the gain is — 21 
or about 56 per cent. on the 
actual diſburſements, 


As they live chiefly on fiſh, we may 5 4d. 
compute 7 hands at 2 8. a week - _ | 
each for proviſions, — 2 16 

The Lord Mayor's due — — o 1 9g 
The toll for groundage, as per act 
of King William, — 
Suppoſing they do not come up 
higher than Graveſend or Black- 
wall, there will be an expence | 
of boats, for which I allow = 1 5 o 
Porters, ſhoreing and lotting, ſup- 
poſing 3 boats at 6s each, o 18 © 
Saleſman's commiſſion, ſuppoſe on 
400 fiſh ſold at 3s. is 601. at g IF + 
pence per 4. es ' ens? 462 8; i 
CE. 31.7 


l 

We are not indeed to ſuppoſe, that they al- 
ways take 400 fiſh, but they ſometimes bring 
3 times 400, great and ſmall; and we know that 
a large cod of 16 Ih. and upwards is ſometimes ſold 
for 16s: or 18. per Ib. when perhaps it might 
have been afforded at 4d. per Ih. You ſee 
this, by ſuppoſing 400 fiſh on a medium not 
to exceed 9 Ib. each, at 4 pence per Ib. it brings 

them to 3s. each, the price I have ſuppoſed 
them ſold at. You will alſo obſerve, if there 
is a great demand at market, theſe fiſhers 
bring in as many fiſh as they can catch; and 
often come home in half the time I have 
calculated upon, and make up in price what 
they want in quantity. 

You muſt note that the cod, together with the 
turbot and lobſter, are the kinds of fiſh which have 
formerly been the chief object of monopoly, but 
being of late years divided into ſeveral hands, the 

prices are become much more moderate. 

Here is the compaſs by which I would ſteer 
my courſe. Whether practically or ſpeculatively 
conſidered, numbers is our object in every branch 


of traffic, where we mean to be ſerved on caly 
terms. 


With regard to lobſters, of which we con- 
ſume great quantities, the beſt ſeaſon for them 
is when cod becomes aqueous, and not eligible 
food. Lobſters are found in the Britiſh chan- 

& & nel 
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nel, and alſo on the coaſts of Mc 
and Scotland, but Norway produces the greateſt 
abundance. . Theſe cod ſmacks run oyer to 
Norway from February to July, and buy 
lobſters at a penny each; but ſuch as are 
under eight inches from the eye to the tail, or 
ſuch as have but one claw, they reckon o, far 
one. After the firſt voyage they buy them at 
three farthings each on an average. In regard 
to our own coaſt, our fiſhers go as early as 
December, and contract for lobſters for the 
whole ſeaſon at 7 or 8 8. a ſcore, or near 
four-pence each, with the ſame conditions 
as practiſed with the Norwegians. They are 
generally brought firſt to Queenborough, or 
Old Haven, and when taken out of the fiſhing 
veſſels are put into corves. or hurleys, which are 
large ſquare cheſts full of holes, and funk in 
the water to keep the lobſters alive. 

Next in order is Turbots. Shall we call theſe- 
one' of our chief f/heries, or only what ought to 
be one of them? We conſume conſiderable 
quantities of this fiſh, and have an undoubted 
right to fiſh for them where they are found in 
plenty. It was for theſe a ſpecial clauſe was 
provided in the act of the 22d of his late Ma- 
jeſty. After reciting, that by the act made in 
the firſt year of George I. for the better pre- 


5 freſh 'fiſh taken by foreigners, to be 
2 | imported 
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imported into this kingdom, and for the pre- 
ſeryation of the fry of fiſh; and for giving 
leave to import lobſters and turbots in foreign = 
bomoms's it <uas direfed,: that certain kinds of 
fan (among which furbot is mentioned) not 
being of the ſizes preſcribed, ſhould not be ex- 
poſed to dale in England. — And it was now 
enacted by a clauſe in the above act of 22d 
of George II. (intended for the preventing the 
foreſtalling and manopolizing of fiſh) that the 
fiſh prohibited to be fold by the ſaid act, might 
notwithſtanding be ſold, provided it was taken 
by the hook, and ſuppoſed not fit en 
of being preſerved alive. 

The turbot was the chief object e 
and the principal view of it was, that whether 
thoſe fiſh being taken by hook would livr in the 
ſea after being thrown in, or not, there might 
be a ſupply of turbot of our own catching, and 
at cheaper rates. This clauſe however produ- 
ced no good effect, for very few turbots in gene- 
ral were brought to market in conſequence of 
it, and the large ones continued as dear as ever; 
ſo that by the 29th of his late Majeſty, turbote 
are again ordered to be of a certain ſixe, or not 
Is be expoſed to ſale. 

As to the limiting the price of turbots to ſix- 
pende a pound (which, I am told, was requir- 


ed by another act or clauſe) it could be of no 
uſe 
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uſe, whilſt the quantity brought to market of 
our own catching was fo very inſignificant,” and 
the turbots bought of the Dutch not obtain- 
able ſo as to ſell for 6 pence. And nom whilſt 
we ſell ſoles at a ſhilling a pound, how can we 
expect turbots at a lower price, unleſs ſome 
new methods of ſupply take place, which me- 
thods are yet to be ſought for ? | 

It is beyond all diſpute that certain ſpecies 
of fiſh are found on certain banks, ſhallows, or 
grounds at fea, as ſurely as in rivers, or 
parts of rivers, well known to produce them 
therefore care muſt be taken to preſerve 
their breed; and the more valuable the fiſh, 
the more care is neceſſary. Whether we buy 
them of foreigners, or catch them ourſelves, 
this is the common cauſe of prudence and ſelf- 
love. Very large turbots are not valuable for 
being fo large, but very ſmall ones have not 
the taſte and firmneſs which conſtitutes the merit 
of this finn — 

The quantity of turbots caught by us, to the 
diſgrace of Britiſh ſubjects, is inconſiderable: why 
it is ſo I could never underſtand upon any other 
principle than that we never fat heartily to work 
upon the object: Perhaps the f/hers were ap- 
prehenſive of being under fold by the Dutch ; 
but people in higher life ' know, that what 
coſt 5 s. taken by our own people, is 5s. 
gain 
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gain to. the nation, in Hippisg and aner, 
which would not be otherwiſe employed, and 
in keeping our money at home circulating 
and encreaſing: whereas 4 8. to foreigners 
is ſo much drawn from us; and if paid in 
money is a dead loſs: if paid in our produce, 
we ſtill purchaſe by the ſweat of our. brows for 
the food which we might take with much leſs 
labor ; and might fell the overplus for money, 
cloathing, or other uſeful things. 

What the ſum paid by us to the Dutch truly 
is I have never heard computed with any exact- 
neſs ; ſome call it 100,000 1. per ann. I believe 
20, ooo l. or 30, ooo l. is nearer the mark. Sup- 
poſe 25,000 1. at 4 8. a fiſh, on a medium of 
ſize, through the whole ſeaſon, is 125,000 fiſhes, 
which at toooo families eating this coſtly fiſh 
(for which a guinea each is ſometimes paid 
the fiſlhmonger) make 124 fiſhes conſumed 
in each family in the ſeaſon. If they are im- 
ported for the expence of other parts of the 
kingdom as well as theſe cities it may reach this 
amount. Be it more or leſs, it is ſo much that 
if we, who are ſo expert and indefatigably 
laborious in our purſuits, cannot catch tur- 
bots, we ought not to eat any. They are 
not only found in the ſea where we have a 
right to catch them, but it is a ſingular cir- 
cumſtance, that the lampreys, which are the pro- 

per 
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per bair for abo, almoſt peculiarly Belong 


to us. 

| You know that our ſoclety for arts, Se. has 
offered premiums for turbots taken by Britiſls 
ſubjects: As well as 1 remember it was 30 8: 
per hundred, for thoſe above fixteen inches 
long, and 25 s. under this ſize. - If this / pro- 
duces no effect, we may conclude it is not ade- 
quate to the expence of fetting out on this 
| fiſhery, and therefore we ſhould offer more; 
This object alone is worthy of any private 


fubſcription, and the encouragement of indivi- 


duals: it mf be accompliſhed; or we fhrould 
renounee all pretenſions to improvements of 
this kind. And furely the fiſhmonger, who 
ſecretly or openly attempts to fruftrate any 


fuch deſign, ought indeed to be treated as an 


enemy to his country. 

Here alſo we find that aumbers of fiſhers will 
be neceſſary, and that time, care, and freedom 
from other emburraſſments, are required, to 
initiate them into the beſt manner of catching 
theſe fiſh, that when caught numbers of fiſh- 
mongers may be employed in ſelling them. If 
we mean to render them elieap,” it muff be ſo, 


and if 25,000 J. is paid che Dutch for turbots, = 


and the fiſhmongers were to gain 20 per Cent. 
on the fale, there will be 5000 l. to put into 
. their pockets very honeſti7ß. 

| But 


. 
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But this afticle differs from all others of 
our fiſheries, inaſmuch as the road is not yet 
chalked out in common, how. it may be done 
moſt advantageouſly ; therefore meaſures muſt 
be purſued in a more accurate, and conſe- 
quently in a more contracted manner at firſt 


| ſetting off in order to ſecure the ſucceſs. On 


the other hand if the ſame thing is attempted 
from ſeveral diſtant ports at one time, the pro- 
bability of the ſucceſs will not be * leſs, but I 
preſume the greater. 

The advantages ariſing to the crown from 
building of veſſels are conſiderable from the 
duties, to ſay nothing of employing ſo many 


hands in building, navigating, and fiſhing. A 


veſſel of 75 tons, which will coſt 5 to 600l. ac- 
cording to the time, place, and manner of 
fitting her, may render near 50 l. duty *. 


261 loads of oak timber of different dimen- I. 5. 
ſions, at 88. 7d. 199 — — 11 
21 ditto, oak plank, at 78. 2d. s — 18 
40 pieees of two inch thick, thirty feet long 
ſpruce deals, at 41. 5s. 10d. i per too 18 7 
3 trees for maſts, bow ſprit, and main yard 


0 V 
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(ſmall maſts) at 114.4 — — — 2 10 
4900 trinails, at 18. 11d. — 7 Þ 
* 1, tun Swediſh iron, at — — 2 8 6 
A barrels of pitch, at 98. 11d. per 12 — — 3 4 
. 3 tuns of hemp for cordage, at 31. 3.6d. 9 5 4 

£43 6 


Beſides Norway deals, tar and other materials. 
G * 
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n Nin be a glorious deed Ae Mii in- 


dividuals whoſe fortunes are liberal, and whoſe 


hearts are warm, to engage in the ſupport of able 


perſons and men of probity, in undertakings of 
this kind, ſo evidently calculated at once for 


public ſervice, and private advantage. This 


will render the ſea more profitable to all of 
us. The water, or gain, is ſo 'agreeable to 


our genius, that there are parts of this king- 


dom, as I am well aſſured, where *p/aughmen 
make it a condition of their bargain with' their 
maſters, to be ſpared from the -plough tail for 


their berring-fare and /hotfare, viz. to fiſh in 


the proper ſeaſons for herring and mathrel ; and 
ſome maſters allow of one, and ſome of both. 
If this is done only for their on and their 


neighbour's conſumption, it is a ſpirit which 


ſhould be countenanced. Let the great and 
gay countenance fiſhers, and a# as well as talk; 


and it may be hoped no kind of fiſh in their 


ſeaſon, within fifty leagues of us, would want 
people to fally forth in queſt of them, and make 
plenty abound— 

If we take a ſurvey, though only i in imagi- 
nation, of the moſt conſiderable ports and 
towns on the ſea coaſt, and on the banks of 
our rivers, we-ſhall ſoon conceive an idea what 


may be done. If to this we add the conſidera- 


tion that there always are many young perſons 


4 * | who 


TW 1 
who are to ſeek for employment, and who with. 
ſmall encouragement may be bred up to the 
knowledge -of fiſhing, though all of them 
ſhould not devote their whole time to it, the 
motives will become irreſiſtible. And if by the 


expence of a great quantity of fiſh, at mode- 
rate prices, they were made ſenſible of the ad- 
vantages ariſing from it, there would be a dif- 
ficulty in Ry them from fiſhing, Many 
of our 1 lye advantageouſly for the 
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® Dover Brirham Newport 
Deal Totneſs Malden 
Iſles Sheepey Dartmouth Colchefter 
Margate Lyme Ipſwich 
Ramſgate Weymouth _ - Mainke 
Rocheſter and Portland Harwich 
towns on the Pool Grimſby 
Medway St. Ives Bridlington 
Graveſend  Penſance —- Hull and towns 
London and Falmouth on the Humber 
Weſtminſter and St Mawes Scarborough 
towns on the Fowey Lynn 
river Thames Saltaſh Wiſbech 
Arundel Plymouth Newcaſtle 
Shoreham Liverpool Whitby 
Lewis Carnarvon Stockton 
Haſtings Briſtol and the Se- Hartpool 
Rye vern from Bridge - Sunderland 
Chriſt Church north to King's- Shields 
Limington road Boſton 
Cowes Aberdovy Berwick 
Portſmouth Cardigan Yarmoyth 
Barnſtable Pembroke Woodbridge, 
Exeter White Haven &c. 


Torbay South Berrys 
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ſupply 6f their inhabitants, and alfo of greater 
towns near them; ſo that one may eaſily 
conceive . what a vaſt traffic might be carried 
on. Beſides there are many more of leſſer or 
equal note, big enough to receive fiſhing craft, 
and where, fiſh are found. As far as I can 
learn, we have fiſh of one kind or other all round 
our coaſt, 

After throwing out theſe general hints for your 
fpeculation, give me leave to bring you back 
gain to a near view of the particular object in 
queſtion.— If you can do any thing to advance 
the catching of turbots, remember that money 
is the grand mover; you will receive honor 
and profit, and generations to come will bleſs 
your name. | 
As to the fiſhery of berrings for ſalting, 
; pickling, and the like, the hiſtory of this branch 
is well known. If a ſpirit of emulation in 
fiſhery goes forth, this may again revive and 
floriſn. But if it will not work for itſelf 
in a certain degree, it may be queſtioned if 
there will be found thoſe who will work for 
it. If we do not conſume herrings qurſelves, 
and cannot afford to fell them ſo cheap to 
ſtrangers as the Dutch fell theirs, it may 
have been be a right meaſure that a bounty 
ſhould be given by the public; for if by pay- 
ing five, eight or ten might be reſtored, the 
advantage 
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advantage in a national view is evident. But if 
upon trial ſuch bounty is not returned back, 
what can be ſaid? It is true, if one mode 
of giving does not anſwer, another may: and 
he who actually carries his fiſh to market, 
and makes a ſuitable return to his country, 
might be entitled to a certain bounty. The 
ſame will not hold in i, as we find it does 
in corn. In the firſt caſe the end may be 
defeated by many different ways; in the laſt 
it cannot, for there muſt be a plenty produced, 
evidently to the great national emolument, 
before the wheat is at a price that entitles 1 it to 
a bounty upon exportation, 

The ſpeculation of the Herring fiſhery was 
grand, it being calculated that 400 veſſels of 
30 to 100 tuns, carrying each 20 men, might 
be employed. It was urged that the Dutch 
had reduced their herring fiſhery from three 
to one thouſand buſſes; and therefore we 
might come into the trade. But were this 
really the caſe, it might be ſuſpected this ſaga- 
cious people diſcovered that they could not find 
markets for ſo much fiſh as had been uſually 
taken, or that the concourſe or /hopls of fiſh fell 
ſhort, and was not ſufficient for the ſupply. | In 
either of. theſe caſes one” would be led to think 


our hopes were generally too ſanguine, 


The 
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The argument ſeemed to be of the; ſame na- 
ture in regard to the Scotch fiſheries, now ſo 
happily eſtabliſhed; and ſo greatly improve- 
able, viz. if a. lazy and undiſciplined high - 
lander is brought to a due. ſenſe: of loyalty, 
ſubordination and civil life by: the induſtrious 
purſuit of gain, and the comforts of life 
which ariſe from it, how much it behoved us 
to turn the produce of our own coaſt into our 
own pockets, and not be idle ſpectators of the 
Dutch or French eating our bread. But if the 
fact is that the highlander has nothing elſe to 
do, and little beſides to eat, his labor will be 
profitable to bim: whereas if our labor is at a 
higher price, or we do not find markots for 
our fiſh at ſuch price, as is adequate to our la- 
bor, we cannot expect the ſame good to reſult 
from this kind of fiſhing. 

.The war being now at an end, we muſt 
conſider every fiſhery under its peculiar cir- 
cumſtances, and endevor that means be 
found to render every one profitable, and all 
thoſe who are concerned in them, rich and 
. happy.—lf the herring fiſhery cannot be carried 
on to the extent which was farſt conceived, it 
does not follow, but that a conſiderable good 
may yet be done to the nation, and it may be 
| hoped it will not coſt more than 'tis worth; | 
"ov 
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but this decifion we muſt leave to thoſe who 
are perfect maſters of the ſubject. 

In looking over ſome old accounts, I find 
one of about 1685, in which the writer captain 
St. Lo *, a commander ok one of the king's 
ſhips, 


He ſays that being convoy to the herring fiſhery at 
Varmouth for two years, he found that the Engliſh had 
then about 700 veſſels employed in that trade, carrying 
from 8 to 20 men each, and computes the whole at 10,500 
men; adding, that great part of theſe veſſels belonged to the 
Cinque Ports He complains that the king's ſervice was 
deprived of ſo many able men, and recommends that theſe 
ports ſhould be obliged to find their proportion, as others 
do, or pay money to provide other men, obſerving that the 
town of Yarmouth, as the magiſtrates told him, formerly 
had 1500 ſhips belonging to it : But now much decayed by 
the choaking up the mouth of the harbour—He adds, that 
* the Dutch had then near 3000 buſſes and deggers fiſhing 
there, with three ſmall ſhips, with flags for convoy, be- 
longing to Ankuſen ; the commanders of which informed 

him, that their town had once 1500 buſſes and doggers of 
near 100 tuns belonging to it, carrying 20 men each; up- 
on which calculation there were 30,000 men from that 
town alone,” a circumſtance not very credible. He adds, 
that they made three voyages in a year, beginning at 
the iflands of O-4ney and Shetland, and following the fiſh" 
through the channel to the Northforeland; whereas we had 
the conveniency of taking them up ſo near hand, that at 
- Yarmouth what they take in the night, they can carry 
© aſhore in the day, and return to their fiſhing again at 
night: Wheregs the Dutch by their diſtance from home 
were obliged to be at great charge in gibbing, pickling, 
and barrelling them up at ſea in all weathers, to preſerve 
them ſweet ; and yet, ſays this officer, ** to the ſhame and 
detriment, 
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ſhips who was himſelf - an actor in the affair, 


gives us an idea of what was [then paſſing. 
| 5 From 


2 both of ourſelves and 1 we have in 
great meaſure loſt that ſo. advantageous trade of the berring | 


Alben, which is a ſeminary for ſeamen, and a maintenance 
to many thouſand families in Holland, who are at much 
more pains, charge, and trouble, than we in England 
need be.” He goes on, During the time I was convoy 
to our fiſhery there, my buſineſs was to ſee that no foreigner 


mould fiſh in fight of the ſhore, becauſe the fiſh drawing 
thither to ſpawn, the beſt draughts are there: And beſides 


the waurope of the Dutch is bigger than ours, and their 


gear ſtronger: They have bigger veſſels than we, and more 


men, and ſo would be too hard for ours, and drive us off 
the fiſning ground, if it were not for our convoy; for ſome 


of their veſſels have nets * reach upwards of two 


miles.“ 
It is certain that both the Dutch and French are bolder fiſhers 


| than wwe are, and do the thing in a more princely fiyle ; but by 


what 1 underſtand, gentlemen who now enter into the fiſh ſcheme 


meditate improvements in this wway. 
St. Lo goes on to tell us, that the Dutch fiſhers informed 


him that they found the greateſt ſhoals near our ſhores. Of 


one of them he ſays, © I aſked him what fiſh he had taken 


that night, ſeeing his nets white: he told me 19 laſt, each 
of which contains 12,000 herrings, ſo that computing them 
at 208. per barrel, (12 barrels to the laſt,) his night's work 
came to 2281. with which, and what he had taken before, 
he was forced to run immediately to Holland:“ The 
calculations this gentleman makes, are, that admitting theſe 
zooo veſſels to take 50 laſt of fiſh each voyage, and three voy- 
ages to be made in one ſeaſon, and ſold at 10l. each laſt, it 
amounts in the whole to 4, 500, ooo l.“ Indeed be mentions this 


to be incredible, but I find in after times it has obtained belief ; if 
it 
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Fm bente anb:: would judge that we had 
made ſome progreſs, which we have not had ſkill _ 
br fortune enough ta maintain, though our im- 
provements ip other reſpects, ſince that time, 
haye been very impartant. | 
If aur herring-fiſkery does not five: at the 
ſummit of fortune and opulence, we may chal- 
own, no coaſts being fo diftinguiſhed as thoſe 
of . England,” Scotland, and Ireland. Though 
we do not {cl} it to ſtrangers, I believe, to any 
great amount; it furniſhes abundance of food = 
for qurſelves. The ſeafan for catching it, is from 
the 11th of May to St. Andrew's day. The 
freſh ſalmon brought to this market. is chiefly 
from the Severn, from the mouths of other 
rivers, and from Berwick and Newcaſtle. There 


are 


it were half ſa much, it is à vaſt ſum. Wee They told 
me alſo theſe herrings in paying duties for ſtaves, hoops, 
ſalt, pagking, importing, and again exporting for the 
Rhine and other countries, bring in a conſiderable revenue 


to the ſtates.“ He then complains that we bought-our own 


herrings of the Dutch at 2 d. each, or a higher price. 

He informs us that the French were there likewiſe, hav- 
ing a little while before not above 100 veſſels, but (finding 
the ſweetneſs of the profit,) were moch encreaſed : that 
they alſo preſſed- in for the ſhore : that he admoniſhed them 
in a very ſingular manner, when he mentions ** that they, 
of all others, might not have the encouragement of over - 
running us in our fiſhery.“ 
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5 „ | 
are very large ones ſometimes taken in the 


Thames. | | 
They are alſo brought from Scotland, pickled 


are near 15000 of 5o to 60 pounds weight 


brought in a year to London and Weſtminſter, 


conſequently about 900,000]1h. The demand 
for freſh and pickled falmon has been ſo great 
that the fiſhers in the north have been encou- 


raged to be very induſtrious, and the greater 


the demand has been the more their number 
has encreaſed, and the lower the price of the com- 
modity has been. This rule does not hold good 
in all articles of life, but it generally does in 


food; and if it were not ſo, how could 800,000 
eaters, not renown'd for abſtinence, find a wed 
port in theſe cities. 


The poor often eat pickled FP at 2 pence 
or 3 pence a pound, in a ſtate more proper for 


food, in my opinion, than the rich eat it 
at 4 or 5s a pound. With a ſufficient quantity 
of bread, a pennywarth of ſalmon makes a com- 
fortable meal; and if you was to learn how many 


thouſands here are, eſpecially females, who do 


not earn above 3 pence or 4 pence à day, you 
would wonder how they lived at all, if the be- 
neficent author of nature had not made ſuch 
proviſion for them. This article of fiſh, we 


find to be out of the reach of great fiſlhmongers ; 


it 
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it is vended by them, but it is alſo ſold under 
numberleſs ſtalls and pent-houſes, and in places 
where no landlord challenges any ground-rent 
for the earth they ſtand upon: nor any but God, 
the tribute of their thanks for the canopy of the 
heavens. . There are ſome circumſtances “ at 
tending this fiſh, which render the account 
given of them uncommonly curious. 

4 Salmon 


* The ſalmon, according to the beſt opinions, breeds in 
the clear ſandy parts near the mouths of rivers. They 
commonly ſpawn in October, and the yourg become 
ſamblet the following year, and in a few months after 
large ſalmon. The milter and ſpawner having performed 
their office, betake themſelves tq the fea: and if their re. 
turn be prevented by wears, or the like, they become ſick, 
lean, and pine away, and die in two years time. If they 
ſpawn in the mean time, the produce is a diminutive ſalmon 
called ſtegger, which will never arriye at the natural bulk, 
it being the ſea that makes them grow big, and the rivers 
that fatten them. The female is diſtinguiſhed from the 
male, in that its noſe is longer and more hooked, its ſcales 
not ſo bright, and its body ſpeckled over with dark brown 
ſpots ; its belly flatter, and its fleſh not ſo red, more . 
and not ſo delicious to the taſte, In ſpawning time, w 
they repair from the ſea up to the rivers, ſcarce any thing 
can ſtop their progreſs. Many have ſeep them leap up ca- 
taracts and precipices many yards high. | 

The fiſhing is performed with nets in the places where 
the rivers empty themſelves into the ſea; and along the ſea 
coaſt, near the mouth of riyers, Theſe fiſh are ſeen to crowd 
thither from all parts in ſearch of freſh water. They alſo 
fiſh for them higher up in the rivers; ſometimes with ners, 
and ſometimes with a kind of locks or wears, made for the 

== >. pur, oſe 
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Salmon gelt or falmon trout, is well known 
to be diſtinguiſbed from ſalmon ; it is. caught 
however in * e n * alſo im- 
ported 


— aa ewe 66 in go 
ing up the river, opbn them with their head, but are no 
ſooner entered than the gate ſhuts to. Thus the ſalmon 
are incloſed as in à reſervoir, where it is eaſy taking chem. 
In ſome places they 6 for ſalmon in the night time by 
the light of torches or kindled ſtraw. The fiſhermen watch 
when the fiſh draws near the light, (whereof he is naturally 
a great lover) and ſtrike him with a ſpear or liſter. In 
ſome parts of Scotland it is ſaid they. ride a fiſhing upon 
the rivers, and when they ſpy them in the ſhallow parts, 
ſhoot them with fire arms. 

When the 6ſh are taken, 925 open them, take out the 
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to four hundred and bfty x ounds weight. 

Salmon i is alſa fiſhed for in rivers after the manner of 
trout with a line and hook. He bites belt in the aſter- 
noon about three, in May, July and Auguſt, the water 
being clear and a little 115 of wind ſtirring, eſpeci- 

0 ally i the wind and fiream ſet contrary ways. — The fal- 


cul en days in moſs. 

The ſalmon never ſtays long in a place, but j is continu- 
ally ſhifting, to be as near the ſpring-head as poſſible; 
and ſwimming generally in the deepeſt and broadeſt parts 
. of the rivers, near the ground. Put two or three garden 
worms well ſcoured on your hook at once, as if yau were 
þaiting for trout ; and be ſure to give him time to gorge 
his bait before you. ſtrike, Some uſe a wire ring on the 
top of the rod, through which the line may be let run to 


ny length at pleaſure, by a reel near the hand, 
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ported from the north,,. I am told it is often 
ſold for freſh river trout, which is a rare fiſhy 
and never vended in any great quantity at mar- 
ket; but that from May to September one con · 
tractor has received weekly near 2000 ſalmon- 
trouts. They uſually ſtand in about 
each, the profits on the ſale of them are very 
conſiderable, theſe being preferred by many to 
ſalmon 

The berring fiſhery, for which the Hollanders 
are ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, was firſt begun 
by them ; and their firſt regular fiſhing is dated 
ſo far back as 1163 z but it was not till 40 or 50 
years after that they got into the method of 
falting and barreling them. The perſon who 
has immortalized his -name on this account is 
Milben Buckelſz, or Bachalen, (ſuch is the. fate 
of heroes whoſe names are almoſt obliterated by 
the ruſt of time!) of Biervliet.—They begin 
regularly on the 24th of June, and obſerve 
great decorum, no fiſher caſting his net within 
100 fathoms of another boat. Their nets are 
ſuppoſed to be of inch ſquare maſhes, that the 
ſmall fry may eſcape, and they ſalt them up 
daily as they take them, The white ſort being 
fleſhy, firm, and white, notwithſtanding the 
quantity taken, are eſteem'd as rich and agree- 
able food by the Dutch, as we eſteem a turbot 
at the earlieſt ſeaſon. 


The 
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The Lriſi berrings are not eſteem'd inferior 
to thoſe of Rotterdam, and the taſte of the 
Scotch equal to either: the manner of prepar- 
ing them may conſtitute-a difference. The her- 
ring fiſhery at home, in England, we will leave 
to ſpeak for itſelf, in hopes, as I have already 
obſerved, the 1 . will find means to make 
it anſwer. 

The Pilchard fiſhery on the coaſt of Devon- 
ſhire and Cornwall is conſiderable. Theſe are 
barrell'd up as herrings, and employ a great 
number of hands; if they could find a greater 
expence for them abroad, or introduce a taſte 
for them at home, they might come extremely 
cheap to the conſumer, being ſometimes taken 
in ſuch quantities, that the neighboring people 
manure their lands with them. This may be 
| worthy of your further enquiry, who live ſo near 
that coaſt, 

The Sprat, which is alſo in great Al 
on ſeveral parts of our coaſt, furniſhes food for 
the poor, for they do not appear to be in much 
eſteem with the rich, for no other reaſon, that 
I conceive, than that they may be had cheap, 
And here I cannot help remarking, that we are apt 
to be capricious in this, as we are in ſome other 
reſpects. To make a thing valuable it muſt be 
hard to come at; tho', in fact, the thing being 
good, the cheaper it is, the better it is, on that very 

account. 
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account. - In our fiſh' ſpeculation we ſhould re- 
member this, that we may not fall into the in- 
conſiſtency of coveting dear things, and in the 
ſame breath complain that they are not cheap. 
Seals, or ſoles, are an excellent fiſh in their 
perfect ſtate, as Mr. Blake has proved by the 
particularly fupply of good ones ſent to market, 
within theſe twelve months paſt, for the con- 
ſumption of the rich. What the quantity can 
be, or how high the conſumption may be car- 
ried, we muſt leave to time: It never can be 
very high whilſt they coſt nine pence to a 
ſhilling a pound, I ſhall have occaſion to. ſay 
more of them when I give you my thoughts of 
Mr. B. 's obſervations and advertiſements. 
Whilſt I am throwing out theſe hints, as 
heads of enquiry whereon you may exerciſe 
your own talents, I beg you will not forget 
the mackrel ; but examine. if theſe may not be 
rendered cheaper than they have uſually been. 
The rich being grown fond of this fiſh, it is 
only by the abundance brought to market, 
they can be purchaſed at ſuch a price as to re- 
gale the poor. May, June, and J uly is the 
prime ſeaſon for them, and the coaſt. of Corn- 
wall and Suſſex the chief fiſhery : But they are 
on other grounds, and parts of our Wen and 
come in OO ſhaals. 


They 
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They are caught by che line as wells the hooks, 
and moſt eaſily taken in the night. They are 
good food, dried or ſalted, as well as freſh ; 
but there are not many eaten etherwift than 
freſh. . Being a firm fiſn they keep longer freſh 
than moſt others. Pickled mackrel” being fo 
good a fiſh, I wonder how it comes to'paſs they 
are not preſerved in greater quantities, efpe-. 
cially in time of peace, when there are fiſhers 
enough to take them. I apprehend they might 
be fold familiarly as pickled falmon is. The 
filver white on one fide, and the blue ſpeckles 
and ſtreaks on the other, render this fiſh more 
pleaſing to the eye, than any other whatfo- 


ever: and I apprehend none is * 


to the digeſtion. 
The Haddock and u web bnd on 


our own coaſt near the Thames. They are a 
more tender fiſh, and not ſo eaſy to keep, 
particularly the latter, but well known to be 
in high eſteem as ſimple nutriment.— One 
would imagine that freſh fiſh in general (not be- 
ing brought to market alive), might be pre- 
ſerved a little ſalted ; it would not be fo often 
eaten half rotten; and conſidering that it is 
boiled with ſalt, and ſome kinds eaten after- 


_ wards with ſalt, it could hardly be effentially 
the worſe—Be this as it may, I am very well 


I informed, 
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informed, that a grain or two of ſalt put into 
a fiſn's mouth, will be a means of preſerving 
it freſh many hours the longer, preventing 
putrefaction, where it is firſt and moſt eaſily 

taken. 
The Skate uſed to be in no eſtimation, per- 
haps from its ſhape and outward appearance, 
but is now in great eſtimation with many fiſh 
eaters, provided it be not too freſh, which may 
eaſily be the caſe. This fiſh, together with 
Maid, Thornback, Flounder, Plaice, and Dabb, alſo 
ſome Soles, are taken near the mouth of the 
Thames, and in general are found in great 
plenty in many places on our coaſts. Theſe 
are. chiefly taken by the fiſhermen, who are 
called Trawlers, who are continually in motion, 
either in or bringing their fiſh to 
market. 

To what extent the fiſhery of theſe (as diſtin- 
guiſhed from each other) may be carried, ſo as 
to be rendered of greater utility to the public; 
or what improvements may be made, as to the 
manner of preſerving them, or making them 
cheaper food, and within the purchaſe of the 
poor, is a ſpeculation I have no lights to enter 
upon — 

Your enquiry about Mr. B. has imperceptibly 
led me thus far: I hope the hints I have 
given you, may be of ſome uſe in leading you 

I further. 
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farther. Incloſed are the memorials or adver- 
tiſements which I promiſed you. Farewel. 


Yours, &c. 


« To the PUBLIC. 


Land-Carriage Fiſh- Office, King-freet, ibm. 
June 15. 1763. 


R. Blake, ſuperintendant of the plan for the 

better ſupplying London with fiſh by land- 
carriage, under the diſintereſted patronage of the ſo- 
ciety for the encouragement of arts, manufactures 
and commerce, finds himſelf under the neceſſity of 
laying before the public, a ſtate of the difficulties un- 
der which the undertaking at preſent labours, and 
which will probably put a ſtop to its being carried on 
much longer, unleſs they be timely remedied by the 
countenance of thoſe who may wiſh it ſucceſs, 

It is needleſs to mention the. various arts hitherto 
made uſe of by ſelf- intereſted perſons to diſcredit this 
plan for reducing the exhorbitant price of fiſh, and pre- 
vent its taking place, tho' as yet without any conſider- 
able effect; but at laſt its enemies have formed a 
projet, which too many, either not appriſed, or not 
thinking of the conſequence, unwarily favour, 

When this undertaking was firſt ſet on foot, the 
public were ſurpriſed, ,not only at the great quanti- 
ties of fſh brought to market, but alſo at the ſudden 
and great reduction of the prices at which they were 
formerly ſold, as at the goodneſs and freſhneſs 
thereof ; for though brought from ſuch conſiderable 
diſtance as 200 miles and upwards, our tables were 


furniſhed 
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furniſhed with them the ſecond day after they were 
caught. | h 

This was owing to a regulation propoſed by the 
ſuperintendant to the fiſhermen, namely, to ſet out 
on their fiſhing and return, ſo as to enable his agent 
to purchaſe and diſpatch the fiſh from the ſea-port, or 
coaſt, at, or before three o'clock in the afternoon z 
by which means it would arrive in-London in about 
38 hours ; that is, about five or fix in the morning 
of the ſecond day after they were caught. He had 
moreover forbid his agent to purchaſe any fiſh ſo un- 
ſeaſonably landed that it could not be brought to 
market here before the third day. This method ſuc- 
ceeded to general ſatisfaction; but now certain 
agents, having beſides other temptations, acquainted 
the fiſhermen, that they will take all the fiſh they 
catch without objecting to any hour of its coming on 
ſhore, have reduced them through the avarice of pre- 
ſent gain, to ſtay out much beyond the proper time 
for ſending off the fiſh, little confidering how 
this will tend to the diſcredit of that commodity 
brought by land-carriage, which in the end may put 
a ſtop to the whole, as is very probably, the. aim of 
thoſe who are not well-wiſhers to the plan. 

When the fiſh thus unſeaſonably landed is brought 
to London, and expoſed to fale on the third day after 
its being caught, our opponents have for ſome time 
paſt watched our declaring the prices of our freſh 
fiſh ; and then, though ours are actually rated at as 
low prices as the nature of the undertaking will pro- 
perly admit of, they put up, or change theirs to a 
penny, and ſometimes two pence per pound leſs ; by 
which falſe appearances of cheapneſs, many people, 
eſpecially in the city markets, are led away, and 
leave ſo much good fiſh on our hands, that we have 

I 3 been 
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been often ebliged to ſell at ſix- pence, and even four- 
pence per pound in the evenings, beſides great quan- 
ties left on hand, which were- given away, to pre- 
vent its being ſtale at our places of ſale, or ſpoiled.” 

It is very eaſy to ſee the intent and end of all this 
management, which without all doubt will have its 
deſigned effect if continued and encouraged, In that 
caſe the ſuperintendant muſt in prudence take care 
of his own fortune, as well as of the fund advanced 
him by the ſociety ; for which, though granted him 
as an aid without any conditions, he nevertheleſs 
thinks himſelf reſponſible, at leaſt, for ſo much as 
may not be neceſiarily expended in carrying on the 
deſign. | 

The ſuperintendant having thus laid the caſe be- 
fore the public, will wait ſome time longer for a 
diſcovery of their ſentiments, which he cannot know 
any other way than by their taking off his fiſh, when 
he has brought it to the markets, at the reaſonable 
prices at which they have, and will from time to 
time be ſet ; but he thinks proper to tell them plain- 
ly, and with confidence founded on experience, that 
Soles in particular, can never be afforded freſh and 
good for leſs than twelve-pence on an average, or at 
ten, twelve and fourteen-pence per pound, according 
to ſizes, even in the moſt plentiful ſeaſon ; at which 
prices a pair of Soles of three pounds weight, which 
uſed formerly to coſt 12, 15, 18, and 29 ſhillings 
per pair, will come at three ſhillings to three and 
ſix-pence per pair, and other ſizes in proportion. 

If this ſhould be thought too dear, it is high time 
for him to retire ; more eſpecially if the information 
he hath lately received be true, viz. that not only a 
ſtrong party is formed, but alſo that a ſtock of 
money is now collecting, with a view to underſell 

| the 
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the ſuperintendant at any rate, till by his continual 
expence, and having the fiſh left on his hands un- 
ſold, the money advanced hy the ſociety ſhall be ex- 
hauſted, and he left alone, to ſtruggle againſt ſuch 
united efforts, from which he cannot ſo immediately 
extricate himſelf as he could wiſh, on account of the 
many unavoidable engagements, the nature of the 
undertaking has from time to time obliged him to 
enter into. | 
However, theſe combinations and ſchemes may be 
rendered abortive, if a number of public ſpirited 
—noblemen, gentlemen, and ladies, will take the 
trouble of ſignifying by a line directed to him, either 
at Sir Joſeph Hankey's and company's in Fen- 
church- ſtreet, or at Meſſrs Drummonds, Bankers, 
near Charing-croſs (at each of which houſes the caſh 
of this undertaking is lodged) how far each perſon 
will ſupport him in caſe aſſiſtance ſhould at any time 
be found neceſſary. | 
If the ſuperintendant ſhould by this means be aſ- 
ſured of being properly ſupported, he will then per- 
ſevere in carrying on this undertaking, till ſuch time 
as the machines already made, and ſome few be- 
ſpoke, being in the whole 100 in number, are near- 
ly worn out ; which it is ſuppoſed, may. be in about 
three years, as in that time the undertaking will 
probably enable him to pay off all the capital employed 
in it, and to leave it eſtabliſhed on ſo firm a footing 
as to need no ſupport. 
N. B. Proper meaſures have been concerted for 
ſupplying the markets with ordinary fiſh, at about 
four-pence per pound ; but the execution thereof is 


delayed on account of the above mentioned difficul- 
ties, * 


* 
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To the PUBLIC. 


Land- Carriage Fi ſp-Office, King-ſtreet, — 
June 25. 1763. 

R. Blake, ſuperintendant of the plan for the 

better ſupplying the cities of London and 

Weſtminſter with fiſh by land carriage, and eſta- 

bliſhed under the diſintereſted patronage of the ſoci- 

ety for the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and 


commerce, having addreſſed the public in this paper 


of the 15th and 16th inſtant, and being willing to 
give them the fulleſt ſatisfaction in his power, ac- 
quaints them, that, 

From the commencement of this undertaking on 
the 16th of May 1762, to the 16th of May 1763, he 
has brought to London 103,085 pair of ſoles, weigh- 
ing 71 tons, 16 C. 1 qr. 21 lb. or 1436 C. 1 qr. 
21 1b. making in pounds 160,881, and proves each 
pair on an average to be ſomewhat ſhort of 1 1b. 9 oz. 
per pair. 

And therefore, with allowance for waſte of weight 
while laying at the places of ſale, and for drafts in 
retailing, a pair of ſoles cannot be eſtimated at more 
than 1 lb. 1-half, one ſize with the other, and by 
which the calculation hereafter annexed is made upon 
the prime coſt which the ſuperintendant aQtually pays 
for them. | 

The diſtance from Brixham, from whence they are 
brought, is 206 poſt miles, for which he pays at the 
rate of gd. per mile for horſes and drivers only; and 
to which is to be added, a charge for repaying the 
firſt coſt, wear and repairs of 60 machines placed on 
2 that 


E 


that road, which are all found by the ſuperintendant, 

and 1s computed at 3d. per mile, on ſuch machine 
only as bring forward a lading of fiſh, including 
greaſing, turnpikes, and 6d, to the oftler at every 
ſtage, making the expence of each journey. in the 
whole 101. 6s. 

This ſum divided upon joolb. weight of neat fiſh, 
is above 3d. halfpenny per Ib. ſuch weight exceeding 
the average of what is in general received at the re- 
ceptacle, as 8001b. weight is the greateſt quantity 
ordered to be loaden in any machine at the ſea-coaſts, 
baſkets and other package included, and is generally 
found to waſte or drain near 1001b. weight on the 
road; not to mention that the machines (eſpecially 
in the winter months) are frequently ſent away 
with 500 1b. or 600 lb. weight only, bearing the ſame 
EXpence, 

With reſpe& to the charges attending the ſales in 
town, ſuch as the rent and taxes of the office, ge- 
neral receptacle, and ſeven places of ſale furniſhing 
full employment for no leſs than thirty-nine perſons, be- 
ſides ſeven cryers on weekly pay, together with fix 
draft horſes kept ſolely to carry the fiſh to the ſundry 
markets, and one ſaddle horſe for occaſional buſineſs 
on the road and to the ſea ports, ſtationary (including 
great quantities of paper which are given with the fiſh) 
baſkets, coals, candles, and various utenſils, travelling 
charges, printing and advertiſing, together with ſa- 
laries to agents at ſundry ſea ports, with many 
other petty expences too numerous to particula- 
rize, which muſt be defrayed out of the runs of 
the ſales, 

This is computed, as nigh as time at do will 
_— to amount to above 3d. per Ib. on an average; 


which 
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which cannot be reduced, as the greateſt care is ta- 
ken' not to employ one perſon, or to expend any 


money more than what is abſolutely and unavoidably 
neceſſary to the proper conducting of this under- 


But that the public may form ſome idea of the truth 
of this aſſertion, the ſuperintendant further acquaints 
them, 

That in the courſe of 12 nes, namely, from 
the 16th of May 1762, to the 16th of May 1763, 
the total quantity of the various kinds of fiſh he has 
brought to London from ſundry parts of the ſea coaſt 
is 137 tons, 190. 3qrs. 17 lb. being 309,008 Ib. which - 
on an average is ſomewhat leſs than 1000 Ib, weight 
per day, excluſive of Sundays. 

This at zd. per Ib. amounts to 121. 108. per day 
in the whole, or the proportion of 11. 58. 8d. half- 
penny on each place of ſale, to pay the charges 
thereof, and the other contingencies abovemen- 


- From theſe obſervations, the price of ſoles may be 
very nearly eſtimated. For inſtance : 
Prime coſt of a pair of ſoles at Brixham — 6d, 
Carriage of ditto to London, on an 
average of 1 Ib; 1-half per pair, at 
za: per lb. 5d. 
Contingent charges in London on x lb. 
1-half, at 3d. per lv. — — 44.5 


Total 1 15d 4 + 
per pair, or 10d. halfpenny per Ib. excluſive of any 


profit. | 
But it is to be conſidered, that no allowance is 


- made in the above calculation for ſuch fiſh as hath, 
or 
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or may be fold at reduced prices, left on hand, and 
given away, which together amounted to upwards of 

100. in the above ſpace of time; not to mention 
fuch fiſh as may unavoidably be ſpoiled by delays on 
ths road, and accidents to the machines, 

The fuperintendant therefore flatters himſelf the 
public will not think him wrong in giving his opinion 
founded on theſe facts, that ſoles (which are a prime 
fiſh) cannot be, ſet at leſs than 12d. per Ib. on an ave- 
rage; more eſpecially as great quantities of fiſh of 
inferior ſorts ſuch, as ſtait, thornback, codling, plaice, 
&c. have been ſold by him at 3d. and 4d. per Ib. 

It may probably be ſaid, that bringing a larger 
quantity might enable him to reduce the price: but 
let it be conſidered, that the prime coſt and the car- 
riage will be ſtill the ſame in proportion thereto : and 

if the preſent places of ſale do not find vent for what 
is now brought, it will conſequently require. others 
to be eſtabliſhed, which muſt be attended with addi- 
tional expences. 'Therefore, if the public continue 
to leave the fiſh upon his hands, and are led away 
from his places of ſale by thoſe who it is apparent are 
underſelling themſelves (as it is ſuppoſed, with a 
view to put a ſtop to this undertaking) it is very ne- 
ceſſary for the ſuperintendant to purſue ſuch meaſures 
as may ſecure his own property, as well as the truſt 
repoſed in him, and to prevent in time the great ex- 
pence and loſſes which will otherwiſe daily accrue, and 
ſhortly amount to a conſiderable ſum, 

He therefore leaves this matter to the conſideration 
of the public, as alſo his addreſs publiſhed in the Ga- 
zetteer of the 15th and 16th inſtant, otherwiſe he will 
find himſelf obliged to diſcharge his people at the 
ſeveral places of ſale, and to direct ſuch fiſh, as ſhall 
arrive by the carriages, to NOOR till he has ga- 

K thered 


[ 74 ] | 
thered them all into London laden with fiſh ; but does 
not intend to proceed in ſuch meaſures till he has 
waited a convenient time to diſcover the ſentiments 
of the public, which he can only learn from the 
encouragement they may think proper to give his 
endeavours to ſerve them, or the. countenance they 
may ſhew to an oppoſition, which evidently tends to 
the deſtruction of the plan committed to his care, 


LETTER III. 


Acquainted you in my laſt letter with what 

I could then collect with any exactneſs. You 
muſt be ſenſible of the great mutability of 
the object, and of the different accounts given 
of the ſame thing, all which may be true, at 
different times and different places. I alſo ſent 
you a copy of the two memorials or advertiſe- 
ments which have appeared. Many perſons 
are led to believe from them, that Mr. B. is 
near making his /aft ſpeech on the ſubject of 
fiſh. For my own part I draw no ſuch conclu- 
ſion; I only think it is neceſſary for him to 
look back a little, and ſee where he fat out, 
and direct his courſe with circumſpection to the 
great object, towards which he has really made 
large ſtrides. 

Perhaps what I am about to ſay may favor 
of ſingularity of ſentiment, or partiality to fiſh- 
mongers. As to the firſt, I cannot form my opi- 
nion to what I pleaſe; and for the laſt, I declare 
their conduct in general to be unjuſtifiable: 
They have not only often obſtructed the pub- 
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lic intereſt, but by aſpiring at great profits 
on the ſale of ſmall quantities of fiſh, inſtedd 
of extending their trade, and ſelling large 
quantities, with moderate advantages, they have 
ſtood in their own light. But ſtill I will ſup- 
poſe there are honeſt men of all trades, and I 
vill diſtinguiſn between the f/amonger under good 
regulations, and with the attention of the pub- 
lic upon him, and the fiſhmonger under defec- 
tive laws, and little or no attention on the part 
of the public. All who fell fiſh I fu ppoſe are 
fiſhnmongers ; and if in this particular occupation 
there are ſuch temptations to deviate from the 
paths of public welfare, whilſt the people of 
the fame nation, with the ſame” genius and 
turn of mind remain, we muſt guide and di- 
rect them as law and experience dictate: we 
may prune the tree, and dire the courſe of its 
branches; but if we cut it down, we are lure i it 
will bear no fruit at all. 

Perhaps I may expect of Mr. B. too much 
in the way he is leſs attentive to, and too little 
in the path he is treading ; but by what ap- 
pears from his advertiſements, and from the no- 
tices yet come to my knowledge, I think he may 
eaſily overſhoot his mark; for unleſs he leads 
fiſhmongers by the hand, his own operations 
will be greatly inadequate to the end in view. | 
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I am apprehenſive, from his declarations, that 
he is fo intent on the ſimple act of buying and 
ſelling for himſeif, or for I know not whom, he 
will not be able truely to ſuperiniend (which is 
the honorable office he profeſſes,) the purchaſes 
and fales of others, whom he might influence if 
he cannot guide them; and therefore that he will 
not be ſo well enabled to encourage fiſhermen 
in general to catch fiſh in greater plenty, as he 
might be; and if he cannot, then he will not 
render fiſh ſo cheap to the purchaſer and con- 
ſumer as he might do. 
Many ſeem poſſeſſed of an opinion, that if we 
take away from the fiſhmongers the power of 
doing miſchief, our buſineſs is done. Such 


perſons forget that nen are men, and that the 
circumſtances of the object (except the new law) 


remain the ſame: And what mortal can take 


away the power of doing miſchief? The Al- 


mighty himſelf daes not take away that power; 
he only inclines our actions. We muſt endevor 
to make it the intereſt of the individual, from 


the hope of gain, joined to the fear of puniſh- 


ment, to act for the general good, as well as 


his own, and watch his motions accordingly. - 


It is natural to aſk, had we not beft go on 


gently and ſurely, ſeeing that ſo many efforts have 


failed? 1 anſwer, yes: I mean to go on ſafely, 


and would therefore try to breed up men who 
. will 
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will continue to execute the deſign in à regular, 
uniform, and conſiſtent manner, for the ſake of 
their own intereſt. I queſtion if Mr. B. alone, 
directing 100 carriages to London, will be 
able to proſecute the buſineſs with preſent- ſuc- 
ceſs, and am ſtill more 3 of the event 
in future. 

Thoſe who judge hae ; can be done al 
Mr. B. if every thing is not done by him, and 
that we muſt attend to the preſent mode, which 
has obtained ſome good, and leave the future to 
a more diſtant time, I preſume conclude, that 
Mr. B. is in the Tight track, and the ſafe 
path. But foraſmuch as his own advertiſements 
repreſent, as well as the nature of his opera- 
tions indicate, that his preſent and future views 
are in a degree involved ; and the event, 
at leaſt of ſome of his deſigns, rendered preca- 
rious, I will venture to give you my reaſons 
why he ſhould now begin to lay the founda- 
tion of that ſtructure, for which ſuch good ma- 
terials are in his hands; and without giving 
up any greater part of his power, or inſtru- 
ments, than he finds unweildly and unneceſſary, 
build on a plan, formed on the moſt regular 
and beſt digeſted principles, that the edi- 
fice may be equally harmonious in its parts, 
and ſolidly durable. I will collect my reaſons 
for this opinion; and how unpopular ſoever 

my 
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my notions may be in one point of view, I will 
keep my eye rivetted to my object; and with- 
out indulging any prejudices founded on paſt 
events, for or againſt any thing which Mr. B. 
has done, purſue the ſpeculation which appears 
the beſt calculated to reach the end which all 
| honeſt men have in view, namely, the common 
good. | 
I have read with great attention Mr. Blake's 
ſecond memorial to the public, and find it to 
be much of the ſame import as the firſt. The 
ſum and ſubſtance of them is this : 
Mr. B. complains of being neglected, or not 
preferred (as he thinks he ought to be, conſider- 
ing the good principles he acts upon, ) by the 
buyers of fiſh, particularly in the city of London; 
and appeals to the public for ſuch aſſiſtance 
and ſuch further aid of money, as they ſhall think 
proper to give him. If I had money to ſpare, 
he ſhould have ſome of it to ſer up more fiſumon- 
gers. In the mean while, I will give him my 
thoughts, whether they are worth any money or 
not : if there is any good advice contained in 
them, I ſhall be glad to ſee it followed, that we 
may all unite our endevors to ſerve the public, 
and promote the deſign, without any jealouſy 
or partiality, which darken the underſtanding, 
and blind us in the purſuit of our true object. 
Every day's experience proves how ſubject the 
3 beſt 
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beſt are to err, eſpecially when they contend 
with any favorite prepoſſeſſion. 

be act of parliament is intended to reduce 
the exhorbitant price of fiſh : to regulate i 
mongers; and to encourage fi/hermen. For this 
purpoſe it was agreeable to the legiflature to 
enable any one to traffic in fiſh, whether he has 
ſerved an apprenticeſhip to fiſhmongers, or not, 
as you will ſee by the 2 
you in my former letter, 

This is the foundation of the eformicies i in 
tended. Mr. B. has the chief merit I believe 
in ſolliciting this act, and entering deep into 
the principles on which it is founded. This 
gentleman has alſo the merit in the executive 
part of bringing fiſh by wheel- land- carriage to 
a conſiderable perfection, though the thing was 
practiſed in miniature long before. In purſu- 
ing this enquiry, we muſt firſt make our ac- 
knowledgements to the legiſlature for the act 
in queſtion, and return our thanks to the So- 
ciety for promoting arts, &c. for the generous 
aſſiſtance and patronage afforded by them. Mr. 
B. has already received the tribute due from 
this ſociety in their gold medal, as an mere 
toten of their ſincere approbation. -- _ 

As to pecuniary emoluments, can/Mr B. receive 
any, but as he may think proper to deal in 
fil on his on account? I never heard that 

the 
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the ſociety really meant to trade. It is beyond 
all diſpute, that the legiſlature and the ſociety 
intended the path ſhould be fo clearly chalked out, 
that every one who choſe to get their bread in 
this way of life might be enabled to walk in it, 
at the ſame time that ſuch perſons were re- 
ſtrained from abuſing the indulgence. 

What Mr. B. has done to this end, I appre- 
hend to be very right and highly commend- 
able; but I do not diſcern the neceffity, or 
even the expediency of his taking the conduct 
of a bundred fiſh carriages on himſelf, for three 
Yes... pair at | 
1. If the great object is the encreaſing of the 
number of fiſimongers, or ſuch ſellers of fiſh as 
will be contented with moderate profits, can 
this end be anſwered by Mr. B's taking a 
greater ſhare than it is probable, from- his 
own account of things, he can manage with 
propriety, and more than is conſiſtent with ſuch 
encreaſe? IJ have always been in a great miſtake, ' 
or it was intended to regulate fiſnmongers, and 
by all means to preſerve the fundamental prin- 
ciples which we adopt in regard to the free- 
dom of commerce, of which the fiſh trade is 
a conſiderable part. This indeed leaves Mr. 
B. at liberty to build not 100, but 1000 car- 


tiages, if he pleaſes, and every other man to do 
L the 
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the ſame ; but ſuch attempts in one hand do not 
anſwer my idea of general utility. I would 
therefore recommend to Mr. B. ſome conſider- 
ations which appear to be very weighty, whilſt 
he is in credit, and before he meets with any 
ſuch diſappointments, as may induce him to 
abandon a purſuit which is in itſelf ſo highly 
worthy e 

As things have gone ſuch lhe: this enter- 
prize can hardly be fruſtrated without ſome ca- 
pital miſtake. I have no intereſt in the affair, 
therefore hope to be impartial in my reſearches. 
Men are all apt to be ſhort-ſighted where their 
intereſt is concerned. I only wiſh that my 
fellow. ſubjects, and particularly thoſe who are 
beſt acquainted with the matter, may confider 
wel! what their true objeft 1 is, and purſue it 
with conſiſtency. ' 

2. The firff complaint of theſe later times 
againſt fiſhmongers, was the keeping up the 
prices of fiſh much higher than the real value 
of it—The' ſecond, that they threw away great 
quantities of fiſh rather than lower the price. 
You have ſeen by my former letters bow the over 
grown hi/hmongers behaved, and what the new att 
of parliament requires of all who, ſell fiſh. 

3. In regard to wealth, it is a vulgar er- 
ror, that many great fortunes have been ac- 

quired 
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quired by fiſh ſelling. A few perſons have been 
occaſionally. enriched : we now deſire that many 
may live comfortably. I apprehend the evil 
has grown partly from this root ; that there 
has not been fiſnmongers enough in theſe cities. 
4. Perhaps our ignorance or inattention in 
regard to. the ſeveral methods by which fiſh 
might be brought freſh to market is another 
cauſe of our complaint. We are now in hopes 
that the wheel-land-carriage will be a remedy 
for the evil; and if we can bring down the 
price, by this or any other means, to a ſtandard 
that will create a large conſumption of fiſh, we 
may then entertain a well- grounded expecta- 
tion of promoting the public welfare, or, in 
other words, give bread to a great number of 
' A/hers and fiſh-ſellers. 
5. As to the throwing fiſh away, rather, than 
{ell it cheap, it is doing the ſame as the Hol- 
landers practiſe when they burn their ſpice z 
with this difference, that fiſh is a material article 
aof nutriment to men and other animals, which 
- ſpice is not; and as the former is found in fo 
many places in the ſea, and in rivers, fo as to be 
rendered one of the common bleſſings of hea- 
ven, ſuch an -offence muſt be criminal in the 
ſight of God; and calls for puniſhment from 
the rod of the civil magiſtrate, when it can be 
LS legally 
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legally and properly applied. Mr. Blake has 
been ſuperior to ſuch tricks; but he alſo has proved 
how eafily the markets here may be glutted with fiſh, 
if kept up to bigh prices. He bas not thrown any 
away, which arrived eatable ; but be has been 
obliged ro lower the prices on the part which has 
not found a quick ſale, or given it to the needy. 

6. What remedy can there be for this mal- 
practice, but that of bringing fiſh to market 
- in ſuch quantities, as to render it cheap in the 
firſt inſtance ? If this is not done, we muſt 
engage more buyers at high prices than now 
appear: but if experience proves this to be 
not practicable, the only remedy which remains 
is the cheapneſs. * We are nt all of us ſo rich 
as we would be thought. _ Vit 

7. It is very well known that the kinds of 
fiſh which are occaſionally very cheap, and find 
a conſiderable conſumption, have generally been 
brought by water. Mr. B. informs us, that he 
hopes to bring ordinary kinds of fiſh by land, 
at the price of four-pence per pound. The 
united force of water carriage and land carriage 
may effect this; and if we have a ſteady 
ſupply by land, we may certainly multiply | 
the numbers of the ſellers of fiſh; and we 
are ſure that a great quantity, at cheap prices, 
vill be of more 5 to the community 
than 
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than a ſmall quantity at dear prices; and whe- 
ther it be ſold in great ſhops or in little ones, 
or by cryers in the ſtreets, as practiſed in 
Dublin, it matters not to the public. s 

8. In every point of view dear ii will never 

anfwer any great national or uſeful end. ' Fiſh 
at one ſhilling, or even nine pence a pound, 18 
calculated only to pleaſe the palates of a few : 
and the ſpeculation ſtill reverts to this; What 
are de to do to render fiſh cheap? 
9. It is proved to demonſtration, that fiſh 
cannot be cheap if 'monopolies or combinations 
prevail; and if any method, that appears like 
a monopoly or combination tale Phe,” what 
are we to expect? 

10. In what manner ſhall we conduct ſuch 
critical kind of buſineſs to bring it to a happy 
iſſue ? A prudent regard is due, even to thoſe 
whom cuſtom has confirmed in evil habits, 
that they may ſee no partiality is meant, and 
that no deſign is in agitation but ſuch as is 
calculated purely for the public good, and con- 
ſequently the good of every community as 
united with the public. | 

11. If this rule of equity and moderation is 
obſerved, it cannot introduce or eſtabliſh the 
evils which are intended to be OE 
| ene perverſe ſome men may be, (and all 
generally 
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generally. frive lo gain as much-as they can) FRY 
are few: Who may not be won to a ſenſe of 
virtue; at leaſt to acquieſce in a law, which 
to attempt to fruſtrate; would render them 
odious to human n 1 2 
ment. 

„ Bn: 8 0 pedefgad "a um 
or by the union of thoſe who are. intereſted to 
deſtroy them. But in general, trade, like water, 
will find its level; and if wo throw up a bout 


to ſtop} it in one place, we may expect to ſee 


it overflow in another. Itꝭ is the buſineſs — a 
wiſe government to maintain freedom: if jt 
is abuſed and rendered dangerous to itſelf, and 
deſtructive to the community, it requires the 
hand of juſtice, and the arms of law, to bring 
it back to its firſt and true principle. This has 
deen done in the preſent caſe, eee * 


att. Let us fee this act duly executed. 


13. I am truly in hopes, that Mr. B. dns too 


much a patriot, to think of abandoning his en- 


terprize, without trying ſuch expedients as are 
moſt agreeable to this plan of legal bene vo- 
lence. True fortitude is invincible: it is fruit - 


ful in reſources; as ſoon as one expedient fails, 


recommend to Mr. B. to leap like Curtius into 
* gur or to ruin his dyn fortune; this 
would 


\. 


* 


= of 
would burt not bengit his country: on the con- 


trary, I wiſh to fave his pocket, encreaſe his 
fame, and advance his cauſe. Publicus, who 
| eorote 4 warm paper in faver of Mr. B. ſhould 
baus recollected (and I dare bope be is old enough, 
the be ſays be is very young) that Quixotifm, which 
in an honorable view he aſcribes to Mr. B. is but 
another word for enterprizes founded in a deluded 
imagination. I would not that Mr. B. ſhould 
| be a Quixote, but a fteady friend to his coun- 
try, and like an able commander, make his 
motions according to the ſituation of his ground, 
and the poſition of his enemy. He has acquired 
a character, and his repreſentations founded on 
theſe principles will be attended to. But how 
ro reconcile the purſuit of gais, and the pur- 
ſuit of glory, is ſometimes intricate and diffi- 
cult; and nothing is more common than for 
men to believe they are purſuing one object, 
when they are really in chace of another. 
14. If Mr. B. is inſtrumental in eſtabliſhing 
a number of fiſh ſellers on their own- proper 
account, he cannot be an object of Jealouſy, 
and he will deliver himſelf from the labor and 
anxiety which attends great concerns of Joſs and 
gain. As a natural conſequence of his experi- 
ence, tis probable he will alſo ſtrike ſome maſ- 
terly ſtroke for the public good. This I hope is 
what he aſpires at. Ihe ſociety for arts, &c. has 
ae 1 acled 
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2 liberally in the pecuniary way. If A B. 
trades on bis own account within a moderate com- 
paſs, and not as if be meant to take the manage- 
ment of the whole ſupply on himſelf, he may be in 
the better track of knowing how the. fiſh trade 
in general is conducted. It may ac be diffi- 
cult to revert entirely to the principle he ſet 
out upon, for this was diveſted of 2 — 
intereſt. 

13. Whatever may 66 hes for greed by 
thoſe, who imagine the true end can be accom- 
pliſhed by the efforts of one man, fiſhmongers 
muſt eat; they will endevor to get their 
bread ; and our coaſts will remain long and 
extenſive. 

aki eats fk, 
let it be indulged ! Let freedom reign, under 
the guidance of prudence ! Above all let the 
number of our fiſhermen be encreaſed, by all 
the encouragements that can be deviſed ! The 
purſuit is now warm, and feamen plenty ; now 
is the time, if we mean to do the thing: and 
this hood nn tha, erve. celk ofthe 
public zeal. 

17. | hope Mr. B. and bis affociates, likewiſe 
ſome other gentlemen of ſpirit and fortune 
and their friends, will keep in view this great 
object, and that they will demonſtrate to the 
world what it is to be true friends to their 

| country 


1 

country and mankind, by doing ſomething of 
great and eſſential ſervice on this occaſion. 
18. Our main object is the breeding of ſea- 

men, or the encouragement of landmen to be- 
come fiſhermen, and learn how to draw the 
riches of Peru and Brazil out of our ſeas at 
home, as well as in America. Happily this co- 
incides with the deſign of ſupplying our home 
markets with fiſh : but to do this to effect, the 
price in general, muſt be under that of butcher”s 
ment, inſtead of being ſo much above it. 

Further I reaſon thus: 

19. Whether fiſh be brought by land ot os, 
the cheapneſs will depend on the number of 
people employed in catching it : therefore the 
encreaſe of our numbers maſt be our aim: it is 
this, which will always make it worthy the 
legiſlative care; and this only can poſſibly ren- 
der it too big to be an object for combi- 
nations. 

20. If only ſmall profits can be made, there 
will ſtill be numbers who will ſeek thoſe profits, 
provided the riſk be ſmall. When the riſk is great, 
the profits will, in the natural courſe of trade, 
be more conſiderable. In the mean while, plenty 
will reduce the price at the port; and if this 
happens, the ſale at market will be the more ſe- 
cure, and the riſk will be ſmall. 

* M 21. The 
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21. The more the wheel land carriage of fiſh 
is encouraged, the more extenſive the import of 
fiſh by /ea will probably be. They are very diſtin? 
objefts, and yet dependant on each other, with re- 
gard to the keeping up a conſtant ſupply. It is ba- 
bit which leads us into the reliſh of food, as it 
does into the love of other objects. There will be 
times in which the uſual land-carriage-fiſh will come 
by water, and the water-carriage more frequently, 
tho" not in the ſame quantity, by land; and thus the 
ſupply will be more regular than it bas ever yet 
been. 

22. If the deſign is worth purſuing at Mr. 
B's. own riſk, (the ſociety's 20001. excepted,) 
at ſo great an expence as 3 pence a pound, for 
contingent charges in town, ſurely other perſons 
will eaſily glide into 'it, in the mere me- 
chanical part of buying and ſelling. As ſuch 
perſons will have leſs ability, we may hope they 
will have leſs inclination to impoſe on the 
buyer, than any of thoſe fiſhmongers who are 
now the objects of jealouſy, becauſe theſe will 
have their fortunes to make by fair dealing, 

23. The late act of parliament relates to 
theſe cities, no aid of law being wanted elſe- 
where; but I am ill informed, or we have cre- 

ated a very ſenſible want of fiſh in other parts, 
where fiſh is now dearer than it was; therefore 
it behoves us, to provide againſt this evil 
alſo ; 
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alſo; otherwiſe, what good ſhall we do the com- 
munity in general ? We ſhould endevor to lower 
the prices, in other parts of the kingdom as 
well as here; and this would be the conſequence, 
if the quantity taken, were encreaſed in full pro- 
portion to the demand. I is pretty well known, 
that we are here but a ſeventh or eighth part of 
the people of England, and have no right to injure 
others. Hence it is evident, that a call for fiſher- 
men and fiſh-carriages, for the conſumption in the 
country, as well as in town, muſt be attended to. 
Here I muſt alſo remark, that in the ſummer 
ſeaſon half of the people, that uſually eat fiſh 
at high prices in London, retreat into the coun- 
try, and the weather being hotter, the carriage 
by land becomes the more precarious. Therefore 
if we mean to extend this laudable deſign, ſome 
of the 100 carriages may be employed in carrying 
fiſh to noblemen's and gentlemen's ſeats, or to great 
cities or towns within @ reaſonable diſtance from the 
port. This ts not againſt the aft, (no part of the 
cargoe being brought hither) and it might anſwer 
better than by bringing all bere, to the danger of 
their cargoes. periſling. This conſideration indeed 
is moſt worthy the notice of the people in the 
country, who are immediately intereſted. 
24. In regard to Mr. B's. contingent charges 
in London, being ſo high as 3 pence per Ib. I do 
not underſtand how fait, ithornback, codling, 
[4 M 3 plaices 
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22 and ſuch Ike fiſh, can be ſold at a per 
1b. in Mr. B's. hands, with profit ? And yer 
even four-pence i is 2 Price too high. for the con: 
ſumption of tho common people, or for a great 
number of fiſnmongers to live. EK is baught 
for a bolfpemy. or 4 penny, and gays only a penny 
carriage, it may he fald at 2d. or, 3- penge. per 

Ih; and create à larger conſumptiam. 
223. It muſt naturally occur to every thinking 
man, that in private hands, each ſeller for him, 
ſelf, much the greateſt part of this 3 pence for 
charges, will be ſaved, or become gain to ſup- 
port the fiſnmonger. On a nearer view of this 
expence of 3d. per Ih. one may, conclude; that 
fiſnmongers who act for themſelves, and ſee 
with their own eyes, and live by the ſale of fiſh, 
may really be able to underſell Mr. B. So far 
then Mr. B's preſent plan is defective, he not 
being upon a par with them. He may ſell cheaper 
Being contented with ſmall profits, but he complains 
that his proßus are . or (06h, he has nopro- 
fit at all. E 

26. Iam ready t to grant, © 1 e 
(for I do not ſuppoſe they are all alike) will 
from vindjtive or avaritious motives, be diſpoſed 
to underſell themſelves, or in other words, pur- 
poſely ſell with_loſs, in oppoſition to Mr, B. 
But they. have a ſtronger temptation to make 
this their aim, whilſt he undertakes to conduct 
e 
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a hundrad cartiages, than if theſo hundred carri- 
ages, or part of them, were divided in many 
hands, The ſame. motiyes would. not chen ex- 
it, ; the contingent charges on the trade would 
not then. be ſo heayy, nor would there be the 
ſame inclination or power to enter into cambi- 
nations, which is, the very thing we mean to 
guard againſt. 

27, H in proceſs of time the hee of leur | 
gains than the object will afford, ſhould create 
combinations, if the public attention is 
awake, this temptation will engage others in 
the fame buſineſa. Great numbers cannot com- 
bine: and ſeeing that i it is now ſo much eaſier 
to fit. out a carriage and obtain a cargoe of 
fiſh, and bring it to market az firſt hand, upon 
a ſtock of 30 or: 60 l. than it was before to fit 
out a veſſel at the charge of 4 or 5001. (reckon - 
ing the uſe of common ſmall fiſhing boats, and 
alſo the purchaſe of fiſh at Billingſgate to be 
equal to all perſons) we may reaſonably conclude 
this kind of traffic may be commenced and car- 
ried on by additional fikmongers or traders in fiſh, 
without any other conteſt than ſuch as ſhall ariſc 
ſpontaneouſly. This is my notion of the matter, 
even ſuppoſing Mr, B. could continue to em- 
ploy 100 carriages for three years. But conſis 
dering the efforts made by others, whether 


ogainft 
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apainf him or for themſelves, for we muſt diſtin. 
guiſh this difference, I ſuſpe& it will not be 
practicable for him, or any one, to do more than 
take neighbor's fare in common wirh fiſhmon- 
gers: And let who will ſtrive for visa, the 
object of the public gain is excreaſe. 

28. If we calculate one hundred carriages, 
each bringing on an average only 650 th: 
weight of fiſh, and on a medium coming to 
market once in 21 days, or 15 times in a year 
(leaving ſundays out of the queſtion) they will 
bring 975,000 Ih. weight, per ann. or 3115 th. 
per day. — Mr. B. informs us, that he has 
brought but 1000 Jb. a day, and this quantity 
was more than he could en . at the Prices 
it was ſet at on arrival. 1 

It is true Mr. B. had not Hdd his de Aen. 
to maturity : but as the fiſh is at higher prices than 
the markets will bear, for great quantities; as he 
ſays he cannot lower the price of ſoles ; as he aſts 
further aſſiſtance, it may be much doubted if be 
can employ ſo many carriages upon the ſame plan. 
If he could not ſell 1000 Ib. a day, when f/mon- 
gers had not adopted and purſued the ſame defgn 
F land carriages, what will be do bereafter —if 
be confines his trade to London? In one view, 1000 
Ih. a day is a mere trifle, not more than ſuffici- * 
ent for 1 in 800 of the inhabitants of theſe cities; 

bat 
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bat can 1 in 800 afford to pay ſuch a price as 15, 
per Ib. for f/h? 

29. Mr. B. has been the happy inflrument of redu- 
cing the price of ſoles be Jays the ſame ſizes which 
were formerly vended at 12 to 208. @ pair, be bas 
fold, and will ſell at 3s. 6d. They were formerly 
brought in well-boats, and often died ftarved : they 
are now, for the moſt part extremely good and 
freſh. But let Mr. B. be ever ſo careful, acci- 
| dents will happen, and he muſt calculate upon gain, 
or how will be bear loſs? In the mean time, the 
eyes of the world are opened, and it muſt be thr 
the extravagance of the buyer, if ſuch bigb 
prices are given hereafter. So far we have carried 
our point: let us chuſe the moſt 1 
for further improvement. 

30. More than half the quantity 3 to 
market by Mr. B. has been ſoles, viz. 71 tons 
of ſoles in 138 tons of fiſh. This article ſeems 
to claim our attention: but I muſt take leave 
to obſerve, that if we have ſuch abundance 
of this fiſh on our coaſt, as ſome experienced 
perſons aſſure me we have, the price of /ix-pence 
a pair of 1 4 Ih. at Brixbam (hwich is 206 miles 
from London) is ſo dear as hardly to admit of 
any conſiderable conſumption, even on the 
ſpot ; conſequently ſoles at this .price, will 
never afford the means of breeding up many 
fiſhers. _ 2 


31. 1 
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31. have lately read a better from A. B (in 
the Gazetteer) who I ſuppoſe is a fiſhmongtt. 
He fays foles are bought at three pence a pound 

at Þrixbaw. But who ate we to credit, A. B. 
without a name to trace him by, or Mr. Blake? 
A. B. ſays, there is a profit of above 40 per 
cent. on the firſt coſt, fold at 8 pence per 5B. 
Mr. Blake informs the public, there is no profit 
Las I underſtand by his calculation allowing for 
contingencies) fold at 12 pence. I believe both 

parties are miſtaken. A. B. makes them to be 
bought at 3 pence per pound, Mr. Blake at 
4 pence. A. B. calculates the carriages to bring 
ro00 Ib. each, but the medium computation of 
weight, T apprehend is not above 650 Th. of 
fiſh. Let us conclude that the ſoles are bought 
by the pair and not always weighed : one per- 
fon may therefore make his calculation at 1115. 
per pair, and another at 2Ib, but the compu- 
tation of 14H. being made on an average of 
71 tons, which brings them a little ſhort of 115. 

9 0·. it is juſt to conclude Mr. Blake's account 
of the weight is true. | 

32. But the ſuperiority Mr. B. has thus far 
acquired, whether in argument or in deeds, does 
by no means prove that the ſoles cannot be 
bought at a leſs price than 4 pence a pound, 
or 6d. a pair. If there are but fero of this ſpe- 


cies of fiſh near Brixham, or on any other fiſh 
grounds, 
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grounds, but few f/hers can be employed to 
take them, and the price for ſmall quantities 
will be maintained. If there are very large 
quantities of ſoles, yet many fiſhers cannot be 
employed whilſt the price is conſiderably be- 
yond that of butcher's meat. But as ſoles are 
found in other grounds as well as near Brix- 
ham, I hope this fiſh may adminiſter to the true 
end in view, as well as other kindes. 

33. It is alſo obvious, that three-pence a pound 
for” contingent charges, which Mr. B. pays on 
the original coſt of four pence, cuts too deep in 
low-prized fiſh to promiſe any happy event to 
the public, either with reſpect to the competi- 
tion, or the additional weight created by it. 

34. In another place A. B. inſiſts, that fiſh- 
mongers pay but ninecpence a mile poſtage, 
of which the carriage is reckoned in at 1 d. 2; 
whereas Mr. B. calculates one ſhilling per mile, 
or 3 d. per Ih. from Briubam. Theſe accounts 
may be both true, if one finds his carriage him- 
ſelf, and anotber is found in carriages; the 
price of horſes being the ſame in botli caſes. 
On ſome roads in England nine- pence per mile 
is charged whether you have your own chaiſe or 
not: and indeed nine-pence for conſtant em- 
ploy for fiſh carriages ſeems to be ſufficient. 

35. If fiſhmongers obtain the carriage at nine- 
Pn then Mr. B. is paying 30 per cent. 
N reckoned 
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reekoned eicher c on the firſt coſt, or on che car - 
riage, more than they pay, and conſequently 
they can fo far underſell him. 

36. If this conteſt goes on, it is a not there- 
fore certain we ſhall be able to form a judgment 
how low the fiſh can be brought to market, 
_ eſpecially if they bid on each other at the 
Ports but certain it is, that only by work- 
ing cheap, a Werse commodity can be pro- 
duced. Mr. B. with the beſt intentions may 
be fairly out done, if he really pays more 
than others pay. But he would ſtill have the 
merit of making the beginning, and of ſhow- 
ing others how to out- do him, which is the 
very thing the public had in view. In no 
ſuch caſe ſnould he loſe any credit with thoſe 
who mean well to the public, nor be ren- 
dered leſs able to purſue the good he medi- 
tates, in promoting the general deſign of the 
fiſhery. And as to his own trade, it is to be 
preſumed he will again improve on them, it 
perchance they have improyed on him. This 
is the natural conſequence of experience and 

induſtry, eſpecially when the object is within 
the compaſs of the maſter, and under bis own 
G 193 24 | x . 
37. The bringing fiſh- into port at a certain 
time after tis caught (when it can be done) 
however neceſſary it may be, is not provided 

for 
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for by any act now exiſting © it requires a par- 
ticular regulation for-fiftermen in general; but 
if ſuch regulation is practicable, ſtill we muſt 
buy antording to the condition the fiſh brought 
to Market appears to be in 3 for which we can 
have no other guide than ow ſenſeu.— 
99. We are told with an equal! ſhow of rea- 
ſon; that the fiſh which is landed too late to be 
carried to one market, may be in time for an- 
other. It is to be feared, that ſome of the 
evening fiſh will be brought to London; and 
if chis can really be done with more ſafety 
at ſome ſeaſons, to be here the third day, 
chan at others the ſecond day, how ſhall you 
or I decide on fo critical a point? We muſt 
take care not to injure the offafory nerves. by 
ſnuff or perfumes, for we ſhalb hardly be told 
when the fiſh was catched, and if we were, 
ſtill our ſenſes, I ſay,” muſt guide us. 
939. Upon the whole, I would buy of him on 
whoſe ſide the preſumption is the ſtrongeſt, 
firſt uſing my ſenſes. If Mr. B. imagines 
there will be no prejudices in behalf of particu- 
lar perſons ſelling fiſh, one may ealily pro- 
nounce that he will find himſelf miſtaken. But if 
this conteſt raifes an emulation who ſhall bring 
the freſheſt fiſh to market, it is a happy one 
for the public. 
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cur to me, Why I imagine Mr. B. may not 
have it in his power to do the public moſt 


ſervice, by extending his fiſh trade on his own 
account, ſo far as he ſays; If upon his preſent 
plan he can breed up the greateſt. number of 
fiſhers, and ſupply fiſh on the - eaſieſt” terms, 
J will reſign myſelf to his experience, and give 
up my! ſpeculation. But in the mean while we 
muſt form qur expectations, as they relate to 
. upon fals, and the reaſon of things. 

I ſometimes hear it urged, that our tale is 
chiefly for fleſh meat (of which this land pro- 
duces vaſt abundance) and that we regard fiſh 
only as a farity. The firſt I believe is true, 
but not the laſt; for many covet to ſee fiſh on 
their tables every day, and many like it. No- 


body doubts but that hutcher's meat upon 


the whole. is preferable to fiſh/; and that meat 
alone, in moderation, is a more wholeſome diet 
than a mixture of fei and ſiſi: but this is not 
the queſtion. It is evident, that every one 


likes variety, and that many hundreds of thou: 


ſands of our common people hardly ever taſte 
any freſh fiſh, or freſi meat; or even know 
any thing of the ns which ee wer 
land produces. | 
Whatever their ignorance, or rode 48 may 
be in this reſpect, if we can by encouraging fiſher- 
men 


| fn 
men provideqmere food in general, our national 
gain Will be Me. more conſiderable; the lives 
of many will be rendered the more comfort. 
able; our numbers will encreaſe with the en- 
creaſe of | employment, and in the ſame propor- 
tion that our very exiſtence; as an independant 
people depends on ſeamen, pur ſecurity.) as. 
nation will be rendered more permanent. In 
every point of view the enereaſe of our num- 
bers of ters, fir carriers, and Aſimungero, 
and the benefit of the hole community (no 
honeſt fiſnmonger excepted) is our — 
Therefore, if Mr, B. with or without, afliſt 


| a, Ages. upon this principle of extending 


the. fiſh, trade, call for a further ſubſcription 
(ſuppoſing the buſineſs will not immediately 
work for itſelf without ſome aid) I ſhall think 


it an honor to any perſon to have ede 
pear in ſuch a liſt. tu 605 Ni 

Mr. B. himſelf is a naval man * is a 1 
culator in the encouragement of ſeamen; JO 
well a8 1 remember, it was the greateſt part 
of his original plan to ſuperigtend this. great 
work; it was this which obtained him many of 
his friends, and therefore I wiſh to ſee him 
free of all . embarraſſment /'of 4ſt or gain, 


that he may really apply his powers to the 
nobleſt object. This will be the ſureſt means of 


tranſmitting his name with honor to poſterity. 
| I No 
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Noam as to the the leſſer compldints, or i- 
e which Ms ali 
bora theſe are. "7 


- 4x The bur er aging — of fk 


a = plabes it uncertain hours; this ſores 


ties defeats" the intention” af the buyer,” by 
- cänfeſton ft krentes, of by lis being td 

late, '62byſkdp?"'not Raving aſſörtments. 
2. The buyer often lives a great Way dient 
ard the ſeller in cis weng engage to | 
ſend the fiſh Som? to the buyer. 

-77 As to ſelling Aſt nes Gp Hſu! 
buyers as well as ſellers are fond of ſeeing a 
commodity ſet off to all tlie advantage which 
the nature of ir will admit: and this nation is 
diſtinguiſhed for cleanlineſs and ddlicacy in'the 


preparation of their aliment before it is dreſſed, 


beyond any other in the world: Though we 
uſed to eat fiſh that ma y becalled rotten, it was 
pleaſing to the eye, and did not offend the 
noſe: and what other remedy there can ever 
be againſt fate Mi, beyond the {kit of an 


wy is very hard to ſay. 


They ſay Mr. B. gives uo credit; and if the 
buyer is wiſe; he will ſend read money to 
market for. , that he may-know by his daily 
or weekly accounts how much he really pays; 
and for what: The neglect of this part of 
economy has been one ſecret cauſe why 


15 8. 
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15 s. has been ſometimes charged for a fiſh; to 
people who pay yearly, inſtead of 105; or even 
30 8. to thoſæ who it may be doubtful if they 
will pay in ide years. This is alſo the ſecret 
eauſe why. a fiſhmonger has thrown away an- 
other fiſh of the ſame kind, perhaps never 
worth 3 8. rather than fell it for 5s. It is 
fooliſh and extravagant buyers makes extrava- 
gant ſellers, as opportunity makes the thief * 
and we muſt keep a better lookout in buying;:cit 
we mean to keep people honeſt in ſellingg. 
4. As to the danger of loading returned f/h 
carriages with paſſengers, if offenders are not 
ſeverely chaſtiſed it will be practiſed; but this 
evil is common to all who are concerned. 
Further, if a number of ##w fiſhmongers are 
eſtabliſhed in theſe cities, their names and places 
of abode may be made known by a. : this 
may be publiſhed under the auſpices of the /o- 
ciety for arts, &c. with the addition of al the 
others without diſtinction, or only with an 8. 
to denote ſuch as lately ſet up under the patron- 
age of the ſeciety; and leave them to get their 
bread, It may be alſo right that all of them 
ſhould enter their names in the Fiſhmongers 
Hall; the lift to be publiſhed amnualh in the 
2 or other paper. 
F only ſueli profits are to be made as wilt 
give a eomfortable maintenance to ſober men, 
10 | 3 | it 
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it does not ſeem probable there wilt beary for- 
midable combinatioris:to produce the evils hi- 
therto complained of; and if Mr. B. or any other 
diſintereſted perſon is at their elbow, and ſaperin- 
tende, there will be the leſs danger. What- 
ever notions we indulge, it muſt come to this, 
that the greater number to which this fiſh trade 
gives bread, the greater will be the benefit to 


the community in general, and the 2 his 


honor, who promotes ſuch a deſigg. 

It ſhould be always preſumed, that the fiſh- 
monger who lives necareſt to the buyer ſhould 
be preferred whilſt he has a good commodity, 
and ſells as cheap as others: and he who car- 
ries on a {mall trade, upon ſuch equitable prin- 
ciples, will probably meet with neighbor's fare, 


in common with thoſe who have been longer 
— and more than chis ſeems vain to 


expect, - Jn 
In this view 1 propoſe to — aeg 
in Aris, &c. to conſider, if they can (Mr. B. 
conſenting thereto) wich propriety preſent ſome 
of theſe carriages as free gifts to certain men, 
or partnerſhips, of men, of good characters; 
theſe giving ſecurity in a ſum of equal value, 
chat they will perform the conditions required. 
T heſe conditions ſhould be, viz. that they will 


| bripgs} within accertain.time limited, nor leſs 
ee quantity of fiſh to market, from, 


certain 


( wg }] | 
certain diſtances, declared to be from the party 
where they are ,taken. .. Surely many, will be 
glad to be fo befriended : and this bengfcent 
fort. will be diffuſed thro? the. iſland. Whilſt 
and. from Newrafle w the f bames mouth, tak- 
ing in the inland country, the encregſed ſupply 
of fich begins already: to be apparent, - | | 

Upon the whole, it is hardly in the nature 
of eg. but: that the Public. and the fellers. of 
An will avail themſelves ef the plan which has 
been chalked out by the excellent act of parlia- 
ment, and the actual land- carriagę of fin. But 
this araffic Uke others can be. Sartiefl on wirh 
Readinels, an N. other principle chan che price 
and, quality. eee and. the B 
m af alto eo hb onbolwens! Irie 

Nn. B. nom appeals to ce public, iaform- 
ing them, thathis fiſn is rv, I hape he will 
be inſtrumental tq other: people's having theirs 
in potſection alſo i for chis, I preſume, is what 
the public aſpixas at, 45 4 gntrul :benafit nu 
advar cage. tot nom Stad: 1 ln 
The natural courſe of eſtabhching this com- 
me ron, is Hy raiſing an emulation for the favor 
of lagern: as do controlling the alert by any 
ther way, it-ſeetns-to- me innelſible. The more 
Maple mne et i work who can maintain them- 
5 p | O — 
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ſelves, the greater competition there will be, 
not who ſhall ſel deargt, but who ſhall el 
theapeſt. eit Das Lebend 9.9 No 
The caſe is already Gtkerent om bibel 
was: many of the fiſhmotigers have eſtabliſhed 
fiſh-catriages ; and they will nnd that the more 
Gſhermen; and more fiſtcearriers, the cheaper | 
will the n be rendered! And Wat can be 
expected better in the final Mic; irh reſted to 
"theſe markets, than to ſet up à number 6f fiſts 
mongers, iti hopes of making ft ther intereſt" = 
act 15 fair principles? vo 320 Lale nod 
If Mr. B. cbntinues to exerciſe his uſeful a. 
lents, and ider part of tik nV fiſh 
rlages into different hands, rmikcfüg Cholet if 
Gb perdns be vil give titem an experi- 
mental knowledge of the ſweets of gain: "this 
Vill ſecure the event updn 40 ore ſolid prin- 


ple, chan leaving it to un für, cg. 
I eneourage ment is given y digrets to truſty 
Perſons. the great principle on which the 
act of parliament is founded, will be! pro- 
moted. If theſe men form themſelves into 
 - partnerſhips, of two, three, or four; as may 
"ſeem moſt conducive to the ſueteſs of this ei- 
werte, and as they may be accquaintet or 
known to each other, it can hardly fil OH- 
pers Though: ſome of them ſhould- meet with 

a 0 N N diſ- 
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diſappointmerits;' if may be hoped the buſineſs 
| vill be done when it becomes the intereſt of 

many individuals to do it. Some of the part- 
ners may be employed in ſeveral places in buy- 
ing at the ports, or conducting the” fiſh to 
market, whilſt others are engaged in ſelling it. 
Perhaps ſome will chuſe to bring the fiſh for 
account of the retailer, or ſel the fame to 
them, as far as the act may permit. Being ac- 
cording to law, it matters not much to the 
public how this is managed. The objections 
which may be made to ſuch methods, are 
ſuch as prove too much, for they extend to the 
limitation of all kinds of trade whatſoever to 
few hands, which is contrary een 
freedom, and the Spirit of trade. 

If more time is neceſſary to point out how: 
this buſineſs will operate, we muſt wait with 
patience. But as to repaying the ſociety their 
2000 J. (which Mr. B. intimates as a reaſon for 
his conduct) it is of little moment to them; and 
E the public welfare can be further promot- 
ed, I ſuppoſe the ſociety will be glad; ſo that, I 
hope, the grand purſuit will not be obſtructed 
on account of ſaving this money to the ſociety; 
at the very moment that they devoted. it to the 
public good. The reſolution of this gene- 
rous body being communicated not only in 
the n papers, but alſo by circular letters 
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cp their ſociety 1 in town or 
country, it will at once diffuſe the knowledge 
of their intentions for the common good, and 
the means whereby the number, of fiſhers and 
fiſhmongers may be encreaſed-thro' the whole: 
kingdom. In the mean while | whatever is 
moſt for the public good is underſtood to be 


moſt conſiſtent with Mr. B.'s. purſuits, and 


moſt for his honor. | 

Such a communication. of good wiſhes * 
deſires, expreſſed in the uſual beneficent ſtyle. 
of this ſociety, may inſpire nablemen and gentle 
men of intereſt and fortune, in their reſpective 
counties, particularly on the fea coaſt, to cons 
fider by what means they can advance the 


public welfare, by encreaſing the number, of 


fiſhers, and of courſe ſupplying al markets 
with fiſh on ealy terms, that the bole may bv 
benefited as well as London and Weſtminſter, .,, 
MWe need not be afraid of ſtanding in each 
others way. We have a coaſt of one thouſand 
wen hende miles, room ſufficient for many, 
hands to work. There need not be any zvn- 


ricious jealouſies who ſhall gain moſt manqy 5 


nor any envious. conteſts who ſhall acquiro 
moſt boxer. A generous purſuit of the public 
for private benefit. In Scotland they are eſta 
bliſhing new fiſheries, as the ſureſt method of 
acquiring 


[Fw] 
locks, and other fiſh grounds, afford our fel - 
lo- ſubjects the North. Britons many advan- 
tages, for which we may rejoice on their ac- 
count, as well as for the m welfare of: 
the Briti/h empire. 

I have alſo Mende Aifiret afbtierins tor 
neto fiſheries, or the improvement of old ones in 
England; ſome united with Mr. B. and ſome 
independant af him: and that there are really. 
ſeveral perſons purſuing theſe meaſures for the 
public welfare, though nothing ſhould be 
added to their private fortunes. - I hope this is 
true, and that their number will daily encreaſe. 
I ſhould be more happy if I could give you 
a more exact account who and whe! they are 
ut this in good time. | 
Our national odject is confeſſedly the e as 
well as the lend: and the' ſame ſpirit of im- 
provement for profit and pleaſure, which theſe 
latter times has been bleſt with on fore, may 
be eaſily extended to the water. The real love 
of his country, which ſo apparently reigns in 
the heart of the KING, muſt ere long influence 
the times, and render us all patriots by example. 
The war is brought to an end, and the great 
end of it is obtained, at a vaſt expence of blood 
and treaſure. If we mean to repair the dam - 
ages ſuffered by it, and put ourſelves in a con- 
. dition 
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dition of good defence to prevent | future, devaC.” 
tation, we muſt uſe the nas. Every man w 


has any property ſhould be ſollicitous for the 


enereaſe of our national ſtrength in 2ſeful men; 
ſuch as will add to the treaſure of the nation. 


They ſhould do this, were it only for the 
ſake of preſerving their property. Every honeſt 
man who is really pleaſed, or really not pleaſed, 
muſt wiſh the common good ; and ſo far as he 
partakes of common bleſſings, he derives the 
moſt ſerious motives of gratitude for exerting 


his power on this occaſion: In the mean- 


while, nothing is more neceſſary than truth, 
candor, and good humor to 'a man's doing his 
duty, either to God or his country” © | 

Whilſt 1 am writing, I find that three 


noblemen in high offices have ſubſcribed 100 l. 


each to Mr. B.'s deſign. Nobody of the leaſt 


candor can miſtake their true motives and noble 


intentions. I am in good hopes theſe and other 


ſums will be employed to the beſt purpoſes; 


and that Mr. B. will ſoon diſcover the pro- 
priety of moving in a contracted circle, as to 
the purſuit of private gain, in order to be en- 
abled to act in a more expanded ſphere as to 
public profit. Though the conteſt on foot 
ſhould produce ſome temporary advantages, 
we are to look to remoter conſequences, and 
form a plan on a permanent foundations 

| We 
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Wie .ſhouldvſhow, individuals how they may 
gain their breads; and raiſe their own reputa- 
tion, whilſt they promote the intereſt of the 
public. We might, by dint of money, de- 
monſtrate that a tranſient relief may be given to 
the fiſh- markets here, but we can never eftabliſh 
them otherwiſe than by the free courle of traffic, 
under the reſtriction of the laws. It would be 
ridiculcus to leave this affair to ſo precarious an 
iſſue. as that of one man's ſiſh being ſuppoſed 
freh, and another's ſuppoſed not freſh, 
It is beyond all doubt, that the field is. fo 
| — there is room for giving bread to great 
numbers of fiſhers and fihmongers throughout 
theſe kingdoms ; ; and if it is in nature for us 
all to be contented, 1 apprehend we might al 
enjoy that happineſs on this occaſion . 
It. is now, time to diſcover to you my 
thoughts, as they are founded in facts; and my 
wiſhes, as they ariſe from my zeal. When J 
Jook back, and ſee what complaints and defi- 
ciencies there bave been, of which it was no 
man's duty to give a true account. When I 
conſider the vaſt importance of the object, and 
that experience proves, how cafily the beſt 
7 Slide into their former evil courſe. 
When ruminate on the methods by which the 
by by the beſt laws, « are often defeated, as the act | 
8 whe 4 of 


When I enter into the examination of Mr. Bs 
memorials, and the jealouſy conceived againſt 


Lie 1 


of the 224 of his late Majeſty proves, arid the 


fate of the Weſtminſter i market © confirms, 


all fiſkmongers; I conclude chat the ſupport of 
theſe markets, if not the whole of this eſſential 
branch of our domeſtic commeree, is attended 
with peculiar cirrumſtances. Jam therefore/in- 
duced to think it requires to be really fupers 
intended by à very able, ſtrict; and pectiliar 
kind of inſpeftion.— F this 3% ſe, and F it dl 
romantic to hope that any ſuch® thing vil 
be done for mothing, it follows, that 4 pulllit 
officer ſhould be appointed. "The office” of in- 
Hor at the Nore, and the jearthrr's" e 
Graveſend, became "abfolately weceflary, * and 
prove of great uſe ; but theſe ue Ioral;<and 
only regard che arrival of Hlhing veſſels at 
thoſe places. How much more neteffuty is an 
officer, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be to examine into 
the merits of che bone ien in generil,” and 
make record of what is piſfing, thar, fike's 


ſcilful general, he may always ſee where fü 


cor is wanting, to prevent à defeat, or where 
force well directed will ſecure 'a bi, ß. 
In this view T have determined. ase 
bunal of my own breaſt, that; I be Hiigs do 
not ſoon mend, a ſmall toll, on the' home fiſhery, 
may be collected fufficient t6 . a ſalary of 
5 or 


© © mw 
5 or 600 I. to an officer, to be called to the 
ſuperintendant, or inſpector general, of the 
home fiſhery, with 400 l. for four or five able 
clerks ; this to include all other charges. I 
am confident the expence would abundantly 
repay itſelf.— This officer ſhould be obliged to 
viſit the ports once a year, and annually to re- 
port to parliament, or perchance to the Trinity 
Houſe, for them to give account to parliament, 

if the report is called for, viz. | 
1. The quantity and kinds of fiſh we buy 
of r which may, I preſume, be nearly 


2. What quantities of fin are taken, diſtin- 
guiſhing cach Principal port as nearly as may 
be. 

3. The monthly or quarterly account of the 
prices on a medium, at the ſeveral greateſt 

where fiſh, is bought, and the chief mar- 
kets where i it is ſold, not in London and Weſt⸗ 
minſter only, but alſo in other great towns 
and cities throughout the kingdom. 

4. What number of boats, or veſſels, are 
employed; in the reſpective fiſheries, their names, 
tonnage, and the number of hands they carry, 
N with their real or computed value. — 

. What improvements have been made 
2 the year, and what are further practi- 
| cable to be made, with every other neceſſary 
* article 


* 
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article that may occur ä 
rience which he will ſoon acquire. 1 
After what has paſſed for 300 years back, 
ho fiſhmonger can, 'with common modeſty, 
oppoſe a oll for ſuch a purpoſe. It will not 
be 4 8. in 100 1. on the fiſh conſumed in theſe 
cities, and their environs; nor 1 8. in 100 J. 
on the whole kingdom's conſumption. Fo- 
reigners of whom we buy fiſh will pay it ten 
times over. We now get our informations 
ſo lamely and partially that we often argue on 
falſe foundations. An officer of this kind, 
well choſen, would be of great utility in this 
maritime nation. If his inſtructions were pro- 
perly digeſted, he could not render his office 
a fine cure: nor could an employment of ſo 
popular a nature be overlooked, R 25er 
of it be neglected g- 

1 preſume Mr. Blake would diſcharge this 
duty very properly ; and that he has a better 
title to aſk for the office than any man in the 
three kingdoms. + I am now ranging the world 
at large, and may diſpoſe of a kingdom with 
eee e ene ee 
fider further, 

. If the ſociety for arts, &c. ſhould not- 
withſtanding be of opinion, that Mr. B. ought 
to be ſupported in keeping ſo large a portion 
of the fiſh trade in his hands, and if this is 
— 4 ſuppoſed 
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- Garwoſed gzcable by - his —— 
prices of all fiſh, as he has done thoſe of ſoles; 
then it may be well worth a ſubſcription, or 
collection of a fum, not leſs than 10,000 l. 
which will be little enough. Such a ſum might 
be raiſed by thoſe who are of this opinion 
the objeZ is worthy of much greater zeal. 

2. In ſuch caſe it is equally neceflary that a 
handſome commiſſion ſhould be allowed to Mr. 
Blake.—Suppoſe only one fourth part of cha 
10,000 J. is employed in the original purchaſe; 
or prime coſt ; this being turned every thret 
weeks, dropping the fraction, makes 42, 500 J. 
per ann. which at 5 per cent. is 21251, This 
may be a ſufficient allowance for the ſuperin- 
tendant, with five or ſix agents, and as many 
clerks, for he muſt be accomptant-general, as 
well as ſuperintendant.—If the proſpect of this 
does not ſtrike the underſtanding agreeably, as 
leading too far in the excluſion of other traders, 
or the ſum ſtill too ſmall; much leſs can the 
preſent plan fix the ſentiments of thoſe who 
conſider it maturely ; for either this is already 
too great, or yet too limited and conſined. 

3. Perhaps government may now, or at 
ſome other time, enter into the idea of an in- 
ſpector- general of the domeſtic fiſh trade of 
theſe kingdoms ; but in the mean while the 
ſociety, which is ſo laboriouſly attentive to ſe- 

| P 2 veral 
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veral uſeful purſuits, may among others con- 
tinue to conſider ji. They have already given 
abundant proof of their zeal in this very in- 
ſtance.Suppoſe then they eſtabliſh a ſtand- 
ing f/ committee, as they have diſtint com- 
mittees for polite arts, agriculture, &c. with full 
inſtructions what enquiries to make from time 
to time, and to make quarterly reports there- 
of to the ſociety, firſt digeſting their matter 
into a proper form, fit to communicate- to the 
world. - I know not of any community which 
takes half ſo much pains, without fee or re- 
ward, as this ſociety ; and as this committee 
would depend on ads, rather than ſpeculation, 
it would not be an empty or deluſive theory; 
and they might be able at all times to open 
the eyes of the public to any abuſes which are 
practiſed, or to give aid where it is wanted.— - 
Fiſhmongers who conſider moſt how to encreaſe 
their trade, will be benefited by this kind of 
patronage of their community. | 4 

a 4 H N. ere en wach his E I . 
inclined to believe, if he turns his thoughts 
to procure turbots, caught by Britiſh ſubjetts, 
which is a work hardly yet begun, and for 
other fiſh, confines. himſelf. chiefly. to /oles, 
in which he. excels; the conteſt may ter- 
minate with the more freedom and happineſs, 
and probably to the advantage of. the public. 
Lats; But 
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But "TA a ſmaller capital than 10750560 will 
be ſufficient for this object alone I much 
doubt. N 
5. In relation to ſoles, if theſe cannot be 
vended for leſs than 9 to 15 pence per Hh. 
tho* they may find buyers to a certain amount 
at theſe prices, they never will yield us the 
crew of a fingle frigate. How many fiſh-car- 
riages this kind. alone will employ, Mr. B. is 
the beſt judge. | 

6. If the ſociety ſhould think it more eligible 
to ſet up a number of new fi/hmongers, we 
ſhall ſee if theſe alſo will combine, and ſting the 
breaſt that warmed them into life. — 
7. Whatever mode we adopt we ſhould re- 
member, that if the poor are regaled with Ber- 
rings, 3 or 4 for two-pence, and with ſprats, 
at à penny for 12 or 18, theſe being delicious 
food, and ſupplied in their ſeaſon in abundance, 
it is really a conſideration of much greater im- 
portance, than the parade of a modern ſplen- 
did table, where gouts and Coo are 
Propagated. | 1 

8. Luxury, truly or falſely underſtood, ought 
by no means to adminiſter to any iniquitous 
practices among fi/amongers, or render the 
trade of f/ ſelling more important. in point of 
profit, than that of the firſt officers in an army, 
or a naty, in time of peace. On the other 

hand, 
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hand, we know, that panders to fenſual indul. 
gences generally thrive ; and we muſt never 
forget that freedom is the parent of fill and 
induſtry, and opulence the genuine offspring of 
both. An ingenious and induſtrious collector 
of bones off dunghills, in this happy country, does 
ſometimes raiſe an ample fortune: and if it 
were not for an univerſal fpirit of gain, how 
could we exiſt as a nation under fuch a pon- 
drous burthen of public charge, as our preſent 
ſituation unavoidably expoſes us to ?— 

Thus you will eaſily diſcern how neceſlary it 
is to proceed with circumſpection, and conſult 
the happy medium, in a matter of this moment. 
Though our enquiry at preſent only relates to 
M, if we examine deeper, we ſhall find many 
other articles of more importance, equally re- 
quiring animadverſion.— I hope in no caſe the 
deſign will be fruſtrated, by any little claſhing 
of private intereſt. If you think me miſtaken 
in my apprehenſions, as to the means of ac- 
compliſhing this great work, corre# me in 
as ample a manner as you pleaſe, and you will 
convince me that you are my friend, as I am, 


Maſt fincerth, 


Yours 


June 29, 1763. 


* 1 1 * 
* * 
28 |; . 


-—— 2 K . 5 — 
5 


1 11 


POSTSCRIPT. 


eee any bas, dase 
alldreſs to the Public, of which in juſtice to Mr. B. 1 
will ſend you a copy, declaring at the ſame time, that 
it makes no alteration in my opinion with regard to 
the public advantage, or Mr. Blake's honor. That 
Mr. B. has done great ſervice is indubitable ; that 
he deſerves well of the public is confeſſed; and that 
ke may do further ſervice is no leſs evident ; but 
what Mr. N. L. ſeems to ſuppoſe as a regular deducy 
tion from the premiſes, I apprehend to be a miftake, 
and I ſuppoſe it will appear ſo to the diſcerning 
world, upon a view of what Mr. N. L. himſelf pro- 
poſes, I leave his advertiſement to ſpeak for itſelf, 
—] ſend you alſo Mr. ' Everitt's publication, which 
its appearance on this occaſion. The public 
—— judge: r 


« To the PUBLIC from N. L. 
« F AM one of the ſociety for the encouragement of 
A. arts and ſciences, and a friend to the ſcheme for 
ſupplying this city with fiſh. The ſuperintendant of 
this moſt uſeful deſign, in my opinion, ſtands one of 
the foremoſt candidates for juſt and honeſt fame, and 
o ks 
poſterity. * 
The meafares' bib kidverts 'parfuc; I would 
willingly ſupport; they are deſigned for promoting 
ne — 


 proba- 
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probation. Whether the method he has purſued is 
the beſt that can be purſued, has no weight with 
me; he has ſhewn what can be done: his project 
ſucceeded to his wiſhes, and beyond our hopes, for 
a conſiderable time. The fiſhmongers were ſtirred 
with his ſucceſs ; he brought to market fiſh of vari- 
ous kinds that had never been ſeen here before, and 
ſold them at prices that had never 6 bn. ſo fa- 
vourable to the public. 

The fiſhmongers by degrees, recovered from their 
ſurpriſe ; they met frequently together, conſulted 
their intereſt, and determined to countera& the ge- 
nerous plan to the utmoſt of their power 

I can aver that ſome of the principal fiſnmongers 
in the city were abſent from home at the ſame time, 
at a ſeaſon whta it could not be thought for recrea- 
tion. 
And I know from that time the ſuperintendan 
has met with inſurmountable difficulties, 

I cannot prove that they were at the ſea ſide ; that 
they were inſtructing their agents, and forming a con- 
federacy to ſet aſide the moſt laudable undertaking we 
have ſeen; but without breach of charity there is 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon to ſuſpect it. 

But be this as it may, I am one of the many who 
am by no means diſpoſed to return again under the 
deſpotic government of the fiſhmongers, which we 
muſt do if we ſuffer the ſuperintendant to be diſcou- 
raged, To prevent this effectually, I beg leave to 
recommend two things; firſt, - that no individual of 
the ſociety would buy any fiſh but thoſe that are 
brought by the ſuperintendant's machines to the 
places of ſale by him appointed: ſecondly, that 


* members of the * would agree to ſub- 
| ſeribe 
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ſeribe fifty pounds a- piece to enable the . 
dant to proſecute his deſigns with ſucceſs, 

To both theſe parts the writer will chearfully 


agree, and farther propoſes, that ſuch gentlemen who 


ſubſcribe to his ſcheme ſhould meet together, confer 
with the ſuperintendant, and afford him all the 
countenance and encouragement in their power, | 
Let it be conſidered that the fiſh caught by us on 
our coaſts, is clear gains to the nation, a ſupport _ 
and nurſery, and the means of lowering the price of 
other proviſions ; this method of doing it will like- 
wiſe be the means of reducing the fiſhmongers to 
reaſon, and that dependance on the public favour, - 
which becomes every one that lives upon the public. 
Though I have little leiſure, and perhaps expreſs 
myſelf not ſo clearly as I could wiſh, for this reaſon ; 
yet I am ſo much in earneſt in this affair, and know ſo 
many others of the like diſpoſition, that coſt what it 
will, they are determined to ſupport the ſuperinten- 
dant ; not through antipathy or diſguſt to the fiſh- 
mongers as to ſerve the public, and to convince the 
fiſhmonger that a reſolution is determined to break 
thro' every combination on this article, that has not 
public good, as well as private intereſt in view. 
I am too ſenſible of the printer's good diſpoſition 
to promote public utility, to doubt of his willingneſs. 
to publiſh this addreſs, and at the ſame time to re- 
ceive the names of ſuch gentlemen who may be diſ- 
poſed to favour this undertaking. 


July 15. 1763. I am, &c. N. L.“ 


The following addreſs is from Maſſ. Everett and company. 


Q | To 
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Jo the Nobility, ce. and alert. 


H E firſt promoter and undertaker of bringing | 

ſea-fiſh to London by land-carriage, is juſt ar- . 
rived in town from the country, where he has ſettled 
a correſpondence in a fiſhery much nearer than Brix+ 
ham, and has compleated a water-machine, to bring 
ſuch fiſh, as far as he can, alive, and has provided pro- 
per carriages to bring theſn to London; ſo that the 
public, in a ſhort time, will ſee a great difference 
. between my fiſh coming to town, and what has been 
hitherto brought by Mr. Blake, or. any other per- 
ſons ; and has, by means of his ſtudy, pains, and 
expences, found out proper methods to reduce the 
price of fiſh conſiderably leſs than any ſociety, or 
any perſon, has hitherto done ; therefore hopes that 
the public will approve and encourage this his pro- 
poſal for the good of the public. The public are de- 
fired to recolle& my firſt bringing ſea-fiſh to Ox- 
ford-market in the year 1760, where my friend Mr. 
Blake came to me for all his inſtructions; when I 
ſold ſoals at that time at 18. per pound, and 8d. per 
pound, turbot at gd. and brihl at 6d, per pound. 
Nobody has equalled that fince, to bring them 
ſweet. I have alſo greatly improved my ſcheme for 
lowering the exorbitant price of fiſh, at a great ex- 
pence, which ſhall be made apparent to the public 
upon my meeting with ſuitable encouragement ; for 
I aim at no grandeur,” nor will 1 laviſh away: 
. or be at any extravagant expences. 


Permit 
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Permit me only to aſk it as a ſignal of. your en- 
couragement to ſo laudable an undertaking, to ſub- 
ſcribe for. the ſum of one guinea each, to be taken 
out in fiſh as ſoon as the ſubſcriber pleaſes ; and 
propes ſecurity. will be given for the money ſubſerib- 
ed. As I behave, I do not the leaſt doubt but every 
ſubſcriber, as well as other encouraging friends, will 
1 


"July 14, 1763. 


THO. EVERETT, and Co. 


M. B. The Sing veſſels vpon mis usw ples, will 
pus to ſea the firſt of Augult next, ſo that in a day 
or two afterwards the fiſh will be in town, almoft 
alive, at my old ſhop in the old market-houſe, 
- Clare-market ; and more ſhops will be opened, oc- 
caſionally, according to the —— and ad- 
nee 

Vein this 1 muſt obſerve, that if Me. E. and 
Co. are making further improvements, and Mr. B. 
will have full ſcope to improve on them again 
in his turn. I am ſorry theſe gentlemen have 
any occaſion to aſk for ſuch ſmall ſubſcriptions ; at 
the ſame time it ſeems to prove that they are not 
connected with fhmongers (as theſe are commonly 
diſtinguiſhed) or that fiſhmongers are not rich, or 
that fiſh is not in great demand—In either caſe their 
propoſal, which is a modeſt one, as far as I under- 
Rand it from the ſimple view of their advertiſement, 
- merits attention. If they iſſue their guinea tickets, 
many will eat fiſh, who would not otherwiſe have 

Q 2 thought 
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thought of ws and ſo far the neee Will 
be encreaſed. art 

Lam ach, elect to 2 notice is given of the 
vary. thing, for which I have expreſſed my wiſhes 
in theſe ſheets; Mr. I. F. in the Gazater. af this 
day (July 19) promiſes to make à minute ſur- 
vey of the Eaſtern and Weftern fiſheries, and more- 
over, if it appears to him that 5+ percent. intereſt of 
money can be inſured to the proprietors, he will lay 
before the public a ſcheme for carrying the deſign in- 
to execution by a flock, and will himſelf advance 
50001, the firſt year, without any conſideration for 
the loan. How much he thinks will be neceſſary is 
not ſaid, but he makes declaration of à truly manly, 
and moſt benevolent deſign, viz. by bringing great quanti- 
ties of fiſh to market, to be enabled . to reduce the price of 
all kinds of meat in this metropolis, for the - benefit of the 
poor. This ſeems to bid fair to anſwer the end. 
This gentleman however appears to be more ſan- 
guine in his expectations as to the event, than I 
have hitherto profeſſed myſelf to be. For with re- 
gard to the ſellers of this fiſh, ſuch diſintereſtedneſs as 
the taking a ſmall gain when a greater can be de- 
cently had, I much doubt, He is alſo more angry 
with fi/bmongers than I chuſe to be with any body; 
but his principle and mine is the ſame, in regard to 
quantity and cheapneſs; and I ſuppoſe he means 
encreaſe of fiſhers and fiſh ſellers, I am much pleaſed 
to find a gentleman who writes in ſo ſpirited a man- 
ner, and ſeemingly upon a practicable plan, able to 
advance 50001. if it ſhould be neceſſary; hut, I hope . 
he does not intend any Nack-jobbing. 2 


In 
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In his appeal to the public of the 6th inſtant, to 
which he refers in his publication of this day: he de- 
dclares the following to be facit, ſpeaking of the time 
before the ſociety countenanced Mr. Blake, viz; 
Fact x. That there was not any trade in the cities 
of London or Weſtminſter, ſo monopolized' into the 
hands of a ſew men; whereby ſuch enormous exac- 
tions could be made upon the buyer without — 
detected. 

2. That the legiſlature being ſenſible of ſuch a 
groſs monopolization-paſſed an act to break into 
their proceeding, which they —_— rendered inef- 
fectual in every point. 

3. That now their oppreſſive connexions, * their 
exorbitant proſits being endangered by a laudable 
public ſpirit in oppoſition to them, they are (as ever 
before when in danger) uſing all their art and cun- 
ning, to ward off the ſtroke by falſe pretences againſt 
the evidently upright dealings of Mr. Blake. 

4: That in the month of June 1760, he (Mr. 
J. F.) went to a fiſhmongers in Newgate Market, 
and bought a pair of ſoles which weighed three 
pound, for which he gave 9s. which he can now 
buy at Rs or 48. and all other fiſh in propor- 
tion.“ 

Lagiy, he reproaches them with Jeluſive promiſes, 
and declares againſt repoſing any truſt in them.“ 

In remarking on theſe heads of accuſation, I 
. but: take ke that W a AG: W 


* I ſuppoſe be 3 "Cow. cok enn 
late Majeſty, whereby it was intended to eſtabliſh a fiſh-mar- | 
ket at Weſtminſter, which v was defeated, as deſcribed in my firſt 
letter. 


enthu- 
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enthuſiaſm generally accompanies great purſuits, yet 
J have always found moſt ſafety, in that mediocrity 
which ſeems to conſtitute the eſſence of virtue, in 
every part of life; and without which, it is impoſ- 
ſible for ſome men to bridle their paſſions. By this 
means, I have the more eaſily. diſcovered truth, and 
enjoyed the charms of it, with leſs hazard of the 
conſequences. of credulity, or of doing any injury to 
my neighbor. 
To apply this, I believe the worthy 8 
whoſe accuſations I have quoted, has in the over- 
flowings of his heart, advanced tos much, in the laſt 
article in ſaying, all fiſh have ſunk in price ſince 1760, 
in the proportion of 9s. to 45. Several of my friends 
aſſure me, that except in the article of ſoles, they 
have really found the difference hardly perceptible : 
nor have I obſerved, that Mr. B. himſelf enters mi- 
nutely upon the particulars of the prices of other fiſh, 
As to ſoles, I believe ſuch a pair as he mentions has 
been retailed for more than twice 9 ſhillings within 
theſe 3 or 4 years: and I ſhould think myſelf in a 
good ſituation, if I had the reverſion of a large for- 
tune depending on the contingency of ſuch a pair, 
- being ſold again for 18 ſhillings, in leſs than 4 years 
to come. There will be days or weeks of ſcarcity, 
and there will be fooliſh or extravagant people to 
countenance the groſſeſt extortion. How r eat 
fiſh who never enquire if it coſt 58. or os. 

If it is aſk'd may not 18s. be clvin fork pale of 
ſales, as well as a guinea for a pint of peaſe, or a 
ſhilling for a cherry? I anſwer no: the ſeller is in 
different circumſtances : the nature of the food 


is different, as well as the means of coming at it: : 
the 
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the gardiner may give proofs of great ſkill in agfl- 
culture or gardening, and the price may be an encou- 
ragement to his progreſs in uſeful knowledge, whilſt 
the fiſbmonger can hardly avoid the imputation of be- 
ing a rank extortioner. And yet even in this caſe we 
muſt pronounce ſentence with great caution, leſt we 
ſhould condemn many more than we think of. 

Perhaps I have advanced ſomething in theſe pages, 
which may temper this gentleman's ardor, or at leaſt 
check the iraſcibility of his zeal. More than this it 
would be criminal to attempt. And to this purpoſe 
I' would humbly recommend to him, to examine 
what may be my motive in writing ſo diſpaſſio- 
nately, and then to inform himſelf well of the free- 
dum of trade, of the viciſſitudes of markets in regard 
to ſuch commodities as fiſh, and in general of our 
great want of that kind of police, enjoyed in many 
other countries, which we juſtly throw behind us, 
as unworthy of any compariſon. Such he will pro- 
bably find to be the nature of liberty and laws, and 
ſuch the characters and tempers of the people of dif- 
ferent nations, as formed by climate, manners, food, 
and the conſtitution of their reſpective countries: 
theſe conſtitute the difference. Laſtly, I deſire for 
his own honor, and the dignity of his own cauſe, 
that he will not condemn in the lump, and that no 
one be puniſhed unexamined, and conſequently that 
he would make ftri enquiry. 

1. If all the fiſhmongers in theſe great towns are 
known I 
tant prices? 

2. If any are not invited to come into ſuch oom- 
binations, and why Wey are left out ? 

3- If 


* 
* | ad ; 
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3. If any are bound who do not combine, if it 
may not be preſumed they are hone/t men? _. 

4. If honeft men who are already fi/bmingers, may 
not deſerve his favor, as well as thoſe who may be- 
come ſellers of fiſh hereafter? - | 

5. If there muſt be ſomebody to ſell fiſh, and it 
cannot be expected they will all prove ſaints, may we 
not with great propriety, and without any unneceſ- 
ſary, or over-weening confidence, give countenance - 
to thoſe who have already acquired good characters? 

Mr. J. F. will perform a wonder, if he can make 
half the fiſbmongers, who are already in being, or 
may exiſt hereafter, take two ſhillings for what they 
are. morally ſure of felling for four, without being 
called to account for it. For even if the prices-are 
fixed on a board, (which is an excellent method) that 
board will be varied on different days, according to 
circumſtances. As to altering the mode of fiſn-ſell- 
ing, the Dublin manner ſeems to be the beſt, i. e. 
by women or men cryers in the ſtreets. But if we 
cannot entirely alter it, not even by the very act of 
parliament laſt paſt for the better regulating the fiſh- 
markets, then we ſhould conſider what is the 44. 
evil, or the method of proceeding on the ſafeſt and 
moſt practicable plan, 
On the other hand, it e all PORES who 
now are, or may be ſuch, 10 be on their guard, for it 
is no uncommon thing to ſee men pay doubly to 
puniſh an inſult, rather than ſubmit to an indignity, 
though they were to ſuffer no pecuniary loſs by it: 
and though we cannot prevent fiſnmongers ſupplying - 
their ſhops with fiſn, we are under no obligation to 
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tices, people's eyes being, as I have already obſerved, 
now openedj and new reſources diſcovered, new me- 
thods of ſale may be alſo found, gong any 
extortioners. | 

© Before I finiſh my letter I uſd remind you, that in 
the courſe of my enquiries, I have mentioned the no- 
at was propagated on occaſion e gur attempt- 
ing to eſtabliſh à Herring fiſhery in Englnd . It 
was then ſaid, that the Dutch had formerly employ# 
ed 3000 buſſes, and had reduced them to 1000; but 
in peruſing Mr. Onſlow Burriſh's account, in his Ba- 
tavia illuſtrata, I find a difference even from the laſt 
computation. I had formerly an opportunity of 
examining this gentleman's remarks abroad: and as 
he has acted in a miniſterial. capacity, it is to be pre- 
ſumed he is more accurate than common retailers of 
intelligence : he now ſeems to have taken pu to 
acquire the beſt information on the ſpot. 

He ſays, that Van Meteren, a Dutch hiſtorian, 
mentions 1500 buſſes to have been ſent out from 
Holland in 1610 for the herring fiſhery. By Holland, 
I underſtand the United Pypvinces, though, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, it is but one of them. Sir Malter Raleigh 
had reaſons at that time fot endevoring to make 
King James I. believe there were really 3000 buſles 
employed. However this might be, Mr. Burriſh, fo 
late as 1742, ſays, the number that may be ſent out 
annually is 800, _ | 

It is a common fault in writers to deal in the mar- 
ves and miſlead their AUR a as well as 
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Pm generations, OR venture upon the 
that 800 is neareſt cbe mark, hut 
that, in — s, the boats were fmall, compared 
with the preſent time, and conſequently might be 
more in number: for i it muſt be obſerved, that theſe 
f are from 30 to 50 tons, whereas it is confeſſed, that 
1 formerly they were only of 20 to 30 tons. More- 
| h aha. is uncertain. : there is not ſo 
| er of fiſhyto be found in one year en- 
other, as Experience in aral and bras t 
Kinds of ab. , 
The gentleman, whoſe authority 1 have jult quot- 
ed, takes notice of what is very obvious, tho” I fear. 
not always ſufficiently attended. to; namely, that it 
is n what a number of hands fiſhery, em- 
ploys 3 ; firſt in collecting the materials, of which ſhips | 
are made then by the carpenters, ſmiths, rope-makers, 
ſail-makers, block-makers,  caulkers, and people of other 
trades, whg,contribute to build them. To theſę wo 
muſt add the net-makers, coopers, and thofe who fur- 
niſh the ſalt, and the laſt and moſt valuable of all 
others the ſeamen, who are the fiſhers, _ 
Mr. Burrifh computes, | that every buſs furniſhes 
employment and ſubſiſtange'for 30 families. It may 
de ſo, reckoning only 2 mam or two at the head f 
each; and fuppoling 5 in a family, and 800 buſſes | 
only, this makes 120,000 perſons / in all. This 
is a, vaſt object; and the advantage of fiſhery 
in general cannot be too much inſiſted on, — 
It is beyond diſpute, that the Dutch excel all : 
other nations in the herring-fiſhery ; z and I believe 
it is equally notorious that they owe us great friend- 
ſhip on this account, and that it. is our mutual inte- 
2 * reſt 
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hs are led aſtray 10 

. part of the herring 

® whole, are taken on our wp N 
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mentioned, is alſo an oHect of great moment to * 

Mr. Burriſh ſays they employ flom 2 to | Zoo veſſels 


of | to boWns each, chiefly be Pager Bankgy, 
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ſion, 20 


runs inte the north a. veſſels are 
e denom id doggers. Why do 

to employ as many # ? 
As to the turbats which they fel 5 has 
been already ſaid *. If we do hot pay them ſo much 
as 25000 l. it is univerſally eſtecmed to be ame- 
ful ſum, that we do pay, for an a artighy 105 n 
within our own power. 1 

The barrenneſs of the land y 
ä United Provinces naturally. 0 their people to 
ſea for nutriment and trale. Kt the time they" | 
enjoy this advantage from being ſurroun ed by Popiſh 
countries, "that the inhabitants not only conſume 
greater quantities of fiſh, but for the very reaſon 
that thoſe countries are piſts, they keep many 
holidays, and ſhut up in cloyſters, and con- 
ſequently are in general le S Induſtrious in Providing 
other aliment. * 

Upon the whole, the Durch are Toing examples, teach- 
ing us to exert ourſelves; We depend not on our home 
fiſhery, ſo much as they do, becauſe our lands are ſo 
much more fertile than theirs ; but as bearing the 
burthen of wars, which they have ſhunned, we had 
need be yigilant to reap that aguantage which reaſon 
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